
Dultmann's Understanding of God 

J.utES r ... IlI: 

Centnl 10 Rudolf Bulun.nn', IhcoloaY is hi.$ understandiDJ of God, Only 
wben we ulldo .. talld wbal ho believ .. about God can wo hope 10 unodo .. 1and 
such lams as ~now .. If,undn-slandin8" and ·'demytoololizinl." Those wOO pJu/lie 
ri,ht inlO tbe ",iddle of hu Ihoology can only _ him as tho wiW .. t tort of 
heretic woo all, Chr;,tian beliefs a 51Iinl of myths and wantt to replace ChriJs;tia.n· 
ity with E1.istentialum. But if we lim understand hi' fa ith in God, . U the ",II 
of his work is 50en in it, proper li&lit In fact, Bultmann', later and more 
coatrove .. iaJ work in demythologizinl and ui"cntial interpretatioo i •• ""Iural 
result 01 his understanding of God, 

AI ellly ., 1 ~17 , in a .. noon appropriately enutled '"The Hidden .l1li 
Revealed God," we I« a ulunann "protedin,"' the mystery of God. God is 
certainly do..: at hand in his .... ork in our livn. but he can !\ever become an 
object to us; h. mu.st always remain hidden. Vet not .U the mysterious forets 
.... hich impinl" on our liv .. can he l imply identified with God . For in'tir>eo, 
the Fun World War (during which Bultmann wrotc the sermon) was "'in God," 
but we m •• S1 ... ither he too quick to ... y thai it wal God', jud&mrnt and punish. 
ment or thai God !wi notlling 10 do with it The infinile God remains hiddea 
from us. al"'ayl tumina. .n aspect toward uS which we do not .~pc:<;t, con· 
tin .... Uy surprising us. Vel 10 those who approac:h life reverently and humbly. 
God's voicc mly be heard in the rOOr of life; what COme. 10 uS firsl as the 
taoophony of lifo, 611<>d wjlh ", .. ningle" details which (I~< ...... holnl us. may 
become a sympbony w~a we are able 10 discern Ihe fun<iam<ntal lone which is 
fOunding thmughouL 

IlKked. wh" is God. if not lbe infinite fullnes. of aU tbe pow .... of 

life lilat n&e around UI and tlke our b",alh away. filling UI wilb ._ 
woroder? What Ire these powers of ~fe that lustain uS 1...:1 carry US tway. 
t!>at blend uS t08elher arod separate us.. Ihat tear uS apart and weld us 
10l!.the •• if not tbe powe .. of the in6nit. God. who is full of ...... ti"" 
might and joy. of endl"l forms and riddled ' 

,.... ".,110<. 10 ..... Part:. a I,.", pad"" .. of UIOiOll Tbe<>toPetJ SeIftiDary in Ne. Y",k 
City. ;. n_ dilutin. "'" Melllocli .. 'lU<lent ... or~ at Corio"'" and 51- 01_1 CoU .... in 
North". .... Iol in''''' '' ..... _II .... "'inc t .. o .... ,by ",,..1 ~oi""". l10e ~p..- "I> crili.aIIy .""on 101' ' oon Macquarrie', ..... in .. wlloe ThOU&lot of Rllllilll BullnUnn ." 

' RO><IoII Buhman •• Ex;,ul>N Goul F.;I~: S.o,,~, W,III~,. of ROIdol./ Bull",""', 0<1. 
Sc • • 1cn 0pIen. 1..i""1 A .. Book. M.ridian. 1'1 . ... Yon. t960. p . 26.. 
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As the lulle$t human being i. ne,..,r limply known but _tiou., 10 Ihow 
new richness and depth every day, 10 God i. IIe,'er laid out lIat before us. 
but h. alwl)'l come. to u. a. the unupccted. God must remain hidden .... d 
my,teriou, in order to be God. 

Yel if .... aJlPfO&Ch tho m)'ltny ~ ma;e.ty of God .... ith rnrte""" .... d 
humility. the hidden God b«onles Ihe rev.alod God of g~. lu,t lOS the rkhoess 
of • pe'lOtI ca n be re' .... led II) anoth. r ooly il b. i, reldy to k_ him. I() 

God become. known only to the Olle .... bo il abl. to tnccl bumbly 100 rever.n~y 
before him. Only Ihe" i. GDd .ble tl) send UI hi. Spirit to work in ou r heart., II) 
open Our eyeL Only th.o i. tbe my.tery and OOIllradiclion s"'allo",ed up in .. ~. 

One is reminded 0{ the .tory 01 l ob. ",ho "' .... ted 10 coo tend ",itb God 
f~ to lace. man to man. bUI ",ho discovered tut God """ nor 10 be put into 
words. that be could not be mlde an object arnon! objects Of even I beinllmOlll 
beilljs, but 1h.1 1 man'J l tll)OIkdge of God ...... 001, be rh~ upnie .. u of "au, 
onJy . nonverbal ' ·Thou encounter. Througbout his WOI'k. BuUmann l'IlIlinllinl 
t!lis BiblK:r.l distance 1)1 God. God .;an neVer be koo"n a. an object. but he only 
c"""," to u, in hi, Jilt 01 JI'CC. Wc know him becau$C ho wo,k, in UL 

In intrrpreting lhe palllble of tbe laboren in the vineyard who ",ere paid 
equally lor unequal work, Bul'mann pO'ou OUt ..... ral of Ihe "auributes~ of 

God.' A, .... shall se. shortly. all 01 these are but elements in Ihe grace of God. 
First God', roud~ ... is xcn in hi. willin", .. 10 Ii"" to those who do !\Ot $Ccm 
os dest"';." Goo', {.«do", i • • xpressed in the faot that tbe IandDwner ""'5 DOt 
compelled by .... y ide. of justice 10 poy . ach accordinj to his ... -o,k. God 

~towCl bit "ON: as • Iret: and unmerited gilt. He i. not compelled by any 
legal code to ful611 I conlract with man. Finony. God', /m'" i. seen in the co"".m 
01 the landowner for the welfare of Ihe mm wbo had not been able 10 find 
work IU doy. They needed a dal. wage a, badly 1$ the men who w .... able 
to find work. 

h I)ught not 10 be ,~rpr;,;ng that a man who has .pcnt hil life as 1 pro· 
[""-'Or 01 New TCltamenl .I>ould haw: a Biblical under5l3nd ing 0 1 God. but 10 
those wloo know only hi. conlro""ni.1 W(lrk, it will be IOJ1Itwhat of I mock to 
discover thaI Bultmann', undeut.lnding 01 God is qijite Biblical and orthodox. 
If We may ItCnetlllize this . arly, before ~ enter I mo ... techn;';.1 treatment. 
it would be mMI accurate 10 say that Buhmann iI very dose to Ihe Barthian 
>chon! in hi, u...Jentanding 01 God. As "" shall monly see. knowledge 01 God 
i< ~",jled 10 hi. ",velltion ;., Jesus Christ, where he is "'''''lied 01 traoscendent. 
havin, no direct ... Iation ,,·jlh eitber Dalu", or hi,lOry. 

'~udolf B"I""ann. TIU, W.,..fd ~..., ,,,. 1I,,.,,,d: M.,6,"~ $<_. S<rib .... ·~ New 
y",~. 1!l6O. PI'. 111'111. 
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BullmaDO h.u se,'eral myllifying and immanenUsHoo undm, slatements about 
Ibe kllO .... kd,e of God luch u ~Mn'l knowledge of God il the .. ",. .1 his 
too .... ledge of hirruelf," o. "'The question of God i, lb ... me al man', question 
of himself." <If "Cbristianity bOnp man to • new self-understandilll," Tb_ 
misbt euily be taken 10 mean that Chrinilnity is merely a ",ligion of Ibe inner 
life and that all talk of "God" is me.ely a mytholoa,ical way of .peaw., about 
.... hat happens 10 man ., be comet to "authentic ni, teDcc." But in examinin. 
Bultnuno', underSiandiol 01 how man comes to too ... God. ~ will see thallhi, 
interp.etation iI mislikeD. that Bultmann. in oontn.SI to many of his more 
radical followers. refuses 10 demythol<>&i>e God. 

Bultmann dub will! tbe knowledge of God in many place. and for many 
ditrereal ",asons. but be comes closest 10 a systematic pcexnlation In an essay 
eotilled ' "Tbe Q uestion of Natural Revelation" in £=y. PhiwophicDl and 
TMoiogicaJ.' We ,hall follow the bask st""'tu", of this essay if! expocltin, 1bc5e 
m)'1tifyina ,tatemenu about man', k_ledge of God, 

A! the titk lUUest! , the paramount question is .evel.tion apart from 
Ch. ist Ahhoush we mijllt expect him lim 10 tell u, ... hat it meanl for God 
10 be .evealed in Christ. he saves Ihi! until lbe end bea.orsc it prefllppo»cs lb. 
limited kind of natunll . evclation he ,lIowl. Nevenbele ... the queslion Dr Diner 
.. v.iatiDn i. app.oaohed f.D<tJ a Chri$\ .... perspective, presUpposinll Gocl'l ",vela­
tion in Ch.ist and jud,inl OIhe. rc:velation by i t. 

Merely 10 raise the question of the ",velation of • gild' mans tbal we 
have ao undCTStandina (or better, • p~understandinlJ of what a JOd is; we 
uMerstaad .. lutt we are Askin! fn •. rbi, p.e-und~rstandin8 of JOd. which i. al\'eJI 
by papn anempts 10 understand the nltu", of deity as ~II II tbe O\';'tilln 
tradition Ind its InceolOr Judai. m, il the contexi iolO which the I lleged ",v.lation 
will be fitted and the foil apinst which i\ will be seen and interp.eted. Thil 
pre-und.,.tlndia, dca nOl l imit whI t can be ",veIled , rather it p.ovides coo­
cepts by which .... e are enabled to thin k about .. ~e1ation. 

SD we mun bealO .... ith wbal men generally mean when they .peak of 
~it<>d ." First. ,00 ' i. usually thoulfu of as omnilK'wt!. tbat is. that pe~n or 
PD~f upOn whieh oQe ultimal~ly rc:liel, tbe One who hal power not only 0· ...... 
Olle-' wbole life and destiny buI 11$0 over Ibe whole world. Seoond. ,00 i, !he 
1I0ly O"e; ,od' i. wbat demancb obedience and _rifIce of men and 'lind, 
over them as Judge; be demand' our enti.e rc:verenee and worsbip. excludin& 
wonhip of III oth .... ,ods. Th ird, 100 i. lbe ~e",al and ''''ltlN:ndent: 1100' il 

'lI. udoIf B.It",*""" Emq. 1'IIiI"",,~i<" ",,/ T~",'or<al, M"""';Uan. No .. yurt, t'SS, 
pp. 90-111. 

'POO" ...... h of a_.1< claJity, "ao<I-"';1II I -.,""' .. 1 witl __ .... ~ n",.a.n.Ii&n, 
px-Ou;tIll. 01 ... ,WIOI Ideo of ao<I. '"ODd",..;t!t In "_<<a .. (i "';11 "" .... ""'" uchni .. " 
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ditrem:lliated from rhi. world of chllnge and dcc&y; be i. beyoDd aU the particular­
iti., of our world, Even when ,00 is cooceivcd as immanent in !be world, he is 
alway. the unch"'J.i1ll er."..1 which underlies the dlanJin, ph<'1lO"",na ODd a. 
'IXII is still transcenden!. ,00' is not an objec:t of normal .~pe~. He i. 1be 
infinire in cOIIr,..,.1 to our finilude; h. is tbe .remal in cootraS! 10 our tempon1ity. 

We see thaI thiJ idea 0( &ad is nor di<tiDctiveJy Chrilti&n althoulh il con· 
tain. most of the dements of the """""'pI of &ad in the Old and New TC$\aments. 
Now Bultmann asks: 

II [man] acqt<aitlled ,..;th God because he hal a Concepl of IOO? NO! 
in the least. In II M Iuu only mX:Md 1M 41"~ of "" inquiry about ,cd; 
and tlte knowlcd", contained in thi. inquiry i. none other than man'4 

*-Itdge of hi~lf: a knowledge aboul wbat he I\.u not and is nOl, 
and yet of what he would like 10 have and 10 be: a knowledge of the 
limitatioru ar>d irui&nitXance of man.' 

So if man', narural """""pi of 100 il nOI roany aboul God bUI about him· 
self. wIIat 00 each of the qualiti .. (omnipotence. ""'iness. and IranJC<nd"""") oay 
aboul man? 

Finl, "the man who ']leah of god'. omnipotence koo .... aboul his 0W1I 
powcrless!1e$S.H, Man. o .. rwhelmcd by hi, inli",ificancc in lhe face ollbe powe" 
whie!t pras in upon bis me. hyposllcius a &ad eilher alongside lh.,. powen 
lOd IiIrortger lhan all of !bern or a god wbo is beltind all these chllotic powers 
_",Uy ,uidilll tbem. To overcome his in.e<:urily. IUn project, on the hea. ..... 
the image of I falhet who i~ able to protecl him io all his trials and ,uaraolee 
1he ultimale Iriumph of ,nod no matler whal happens in any particular period 
of histor)'. 

Second. "man knows about de...-nds bein, made upon him when he spe.b 
of a demaodins 100. of god as judge."· Callinj &ad holy is likewise a fl'<l1ectioo 
of man', hope in lbe face of hi, 0W1I unholinw. Man ~perienccs bimself a, 
falleo. as Iw Ihan he <>Ulhl to be: lbe", seems \0 be JOmelruoB WrGlII Of 

incompkle in rus e.W1rnce. He m.y call Ibis value ,",0'" "Iuilt" and projecU 
a divine demaodiDg judge befou whom he i. luilly. The longer this I:ind of 
",Ii&ious tradition lilts. Ihe Ion",. become. its lisl 0( ~Ind.&i""" rules because 
as Ibe people learn 10 fulfiU some of the ru les. Ibey discover Ihal they 'till feci 
",illy and 50 hive 10 projecl ~ rules upon tbe deity in order still to under· 

fOf Ih< God of ,race .. vule<! dcfmitivdy in I ..... Chrisl QuotatiOflS Iron> llul ......... baY< 
_ ...... 10<1 10 conf""" 10 Ihio <OR""'",,. 1\ oven applies It tho bqi",,,," 0( __ 
_ .. ~_l uoqo _ ",,, ... ,,,, • «pial 

' It"""'f flul ..... " •• &0.0,. , hil"""",,;,.,, • ...t T/wv)J~ <>p. </' .. I' 'N. 
'lbW .. P. 'N. 
'IbW .• p_ 9J. 
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"and ,heir suitt :l.I tra""srenioa of hi' laWI. Moreove •. a boly sod ;. tbe 
luantntor tloat man will 0 ... day eme'lle lrom his lallen Slate into the dianity 
which he leels Iackina in himself. as the embodiment of an his ideas. Man', Kin 
of a jt>da.iol ~ expresses hi. sen .. of l uil! and failure: man's idea of • holy 
aod up ...... hi, bope that he will lOme day emerge from hi. state of Iwlt 
and faUenness. 

T hird. ~man kt>OWJ about hi, tramiem natu,e when he speaks of god' , 
eternilY alld transcrndellCe:" Egctly the same is true of man'! na(u",1 bel ief 
in an eternal and transeendent aod: il does not lell aboul God bUI OboUI man', 
hope! . Wben man bellc,"CS in a trao"",ndent and elemal god. he is expre .. ing hi' 
pe=ption of his own ~fe .. limited. finite, decaying. and passina away. Man 
Imow, himself 10 be dying SO he projects a god who will eilher be able to o.etCOme 
death or al lea'l in whom there is ultima le mt.ninl for the life he lives in 
tIili world of change and dCClY. Man, ...,ing himself 10 be limited in e.ery 
way. projects a lod in whom the problem of his finitudo iii overcQmc.. 

This is one·hllf of the meaning of the puuling ... telMot that Ihe knowledge 
of God is lhe SlIme" man', knowled,e of himself: .... hll man Ihinks he na(urally 
know. about aod. i. reaUy noI knowledge of God bUI abou t hinuclf in hi. n ... d 
for a cod. MaJI can know by natural meaM he is 6n ile and limi ted in every wly. 
but even (bough he may expre .. thi. apprehension in term, of • god . it i, 
001 (rue knowledle of God, but only III inqu iry about god . T his ioquiry about 
god il oomnlOn 10 all religion, because il Irises from the hutnlln condilion. 1"01 
e..-ell Chruli.o.n nalural lheology can provide koo .... ledie or God: Ihis ooly oomes 
from Goo himself II I n act of voce. parlicullrly. as we mill see. in l .. us Chri1L. 

Christianity criticize.o (he "knowledge of ,00" J'OS'e'5cd by otber religioos 
Dot because il is IoCCIIntlc k..owlcdae of man'. need lor • goo but becluoc il 
claims 10 be bIowlcdge of God. The pagllJl quesl for a &od i. i<'o~ine, bul 
(he answerl pro.ided by other reli&ions an: all illulion .. ' Why • .exordia! 10 
Bul truann, mUSI Chrhtianlty reject II! the paJan okiti .. ? 

Fir 51-. concernin. pa!an an,wen 10 tbe que" for In omaipotenlloo. Chrillian 
belief Sly, that mao', quest for an omOiPOl<nl ,od caMOI be (ullined by lOy 
&ad who con froots man in the world. as in SlOicilm. Sloir:ism anemp15 10 under· 
. ... nd nature as the ultimate w;lhill which .... n ha. a deri.cd life. He is a parI 
of (he 00' '''''': but Christiaoity will not a<:ttpt Ibis because man i, In hislorical 
being. • beillS ,ubj«1 (0 forees and powers which arc beyond nalure, He is 
certaiDly subject 10 (be po ... -m of nalure. hul these do 001 ha.e ultimale power 
o.er him and lhey do Dot COfInitute an omnipotence 10 which he no submil himself 
I nd in which he can pul his ultirtl3.te tru.t Mao i. physically 6nitc. hul he is a~ 
Iree wilhin this finitude. Nature brin" him his dealh. but he lIil1 hll • will 10 live 

'Ibid .. p. \Hi. 
'Jbid .• p. n. 
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... hkh nl!ure cannot eQrlqu~f, Nalure is not \he divine powef ... hieb Ir ... s man from 
hi mRlf, So tbe St'* anS"'~f to the need 10f an omnipotent 100 Ind aU othef 
.... 'NUS like it Ife inadequate I nd illusory, 

s..:ond, conccrnillj papn an$W~rs to the quest for I Coo who is • holy judI(', 
Ottumn bdid assefts that I goo who is 100 e;l.Sijy identif>ed IS the source of 
morality and hiltOfY is int.dequate. Papn rel(a:ion. properly expr= the d~mand 
for morality, but tbis i. only knowlalge ot man ', finitude, "Christian belief 
• ...,flS • , . lhill ""'" dQt!1 not /" 1M fUJI b oo", God eVIl" in 1M drmlmds 10 

"'hkh N kl!u .. s Irr is sub/«t, . nd that Ihe voice 01 con""i~ncc whieh he hears i, 
still not Goer. vok. at all." " In olh« words, rel;,ions such as celtlin Rg"",n lS 
of ChriSliani(y. Jud.ism, and blam .... hic:h merely hyposlaciu: &od out of their 
mora l Law bu. genuir>ely re.<pondM 10 man's fallenn . .. , but they bav. DOt 
yet fouoo the God of IrK" wbo really mates demar>ds. Otri,lian., who are people 
who ba"" f .... ived Ih. cr .... of God, Ire no! merely obedienl to an ',lefn.ol Law 
as is tbe taR " 'ilh olher religions, bul th.ir obedience is an obedielX'c of will. 
In a calcul.ting, u.ternal obedi.nc", there is a lwaY' room for <elf .... ill ; the 
individual ca n .Iways rlJld • w~y both to fulfill llIe ""Ie and act in bi. own best 
inl.rell. B UI under V""', this Rl f·will is .limin.IM because God'. ~r:lce evot .. 
man', complete obediclX'c. the radical obedience of bi . ... il1 !O the will of God. 
This iI ... hy papn cooception, 01 a demand ing god .... inadequo le. 

PagaD idea. of • holy 100 are aoo inad.quale for •• imilar reason: lhey 
make their holy ,od too mucb I pan of the objodivc world , H. becom .. In 
ekment in history. th .... by SWlnan!eciDl tlie triumph of mali's hope for an escape 
from hil ~nitude, Chriatian belief can ..... ! .imply assert th .... velation of God in 
h~lOry. Pap" hi5tory-conlrollillj ,odl truly ........,al man'a quest for ~a]vation from 
hi:< conditioo. bit! Ihq do ont find Ihe .n.wer which ChristianilY .. ..,fls COrnel 
OIIly in Ih. ""CO: of God in JCSUI CbrisL We .hlll relum llt01 tl) llIe Christian 
view of llIe reLatioa of God 10 his tory, bul here we must erili";« Ihe papn 
views. A«OI"ding 10 the Chris!ian failh, God'a ... ,elalion in biltOl)' does not 

mean thaI ...... see God', nalUfe in individual heroes of history. Nor i. il a kind 
of predestinafianism: 

II we mOl .. by [God', ........,111;"11 in hislory] God's ilWar i~ rntlolu in 
/N- jon:u oj history, thaI ev.ry lingle happcninj ~ integtll!M Into a 
meaningful unil)' 01 llIe whole in accordance with I fiIM pl.an, and lhal 
II difCCU the Whole !o ... ard I predt$tined lOll, thi. COfI.idention i •• IID 
In illusion. For \he unily and silnilk'fM'e of lhe hi"orlc.1 .'·.nt i, not 
.ven I t all deafly vi,ible, and where ODe penon. tllinks he perceived 
lOme sigDiliocanc., the Dlb., ICes only. botcbpotch of erro. and violence. 
A nd in tha! case history conffOOts UI .. liltle fully I. a lotalily AI doe. 

"lbMt .. p. 100. 
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tile world il!elf, It appean I, I IOUIJily only 10 the aesthetic eye, which 
Ke5 il in detachmenL" 

In Ibis c ... the plJAD v~ (and Calvinism '1uIlifies '" plgan h=) nf Ih. 
holy &ocI as lb. dircclnr·seneral 0( hislOlr}' is rejected na the ,round5 that hi~lOt)I 
objeetivdy uudmtood does oot 5bow this quality. The Christian God is Lord 
over hislOry aDd histOf)' 5\aDds under his judlll1"dt, bul we ,bouJd not understond 
th_ .lfirmatiQIlI too lit.nolly. The put providCl the a1t ...... tives from whic:h the 
future must be fultioned. but we clnnot merely read ofI' GOO', will from the 

pa.ll bccaU$C hillOry is Ilways ambi&_', God docs not OONroi hiSlory. Man 
ma kes hi. own .inful histOf)' WId ... God. Man know. the demon<! of God and 
bis judgment, but whal God willi for the future mu,l remain ""iJed. 

Third. cooc:eming plJAD .... ~ 10 the '1Utst for 10 .temll Ind tran'ICCndenl 
gad. Christi.n belief affirms that tltcse ,ods dso u. illu'io .... T hey are me",ly 
wish·fulfiUinl projectinlll of mlO" . ,...",om of his finitude, III them thou is 00 
experience of tbe &race ot God, whic:h fre .. man from himself. f.olP his "",.I,.nd 
from hi. finitude. 

And $0 the •• remanu tOl' mIll ... Iy r~ inquiry "b<>olt tM. only. looking 
out fnr divine llrace, io which lbe Eternal. T ranS<:ttldent One fr= II. 
from. oursel"" •. In lIying tbi. OIristi.ln belicf iI still not lIyina anytbilll 
spccilically ChristilLll. I t only dO<$ 10 WMII it speak.! 0( the: act of God. 
in whicb God makes. gift of his ar..., ... I nd transforms IL •• nd the 
world." 

This is Ihe cond u.ion ,"'e ba'"e wnw 10 ronoemioll natllral lltt:olo&y: II can only 
P"" moo knowledg. of himself- his need for divine grace to overcome hi. 
conditioa. which he i, powerless 10 « .. eel. Wl>en w. oay tha t th= UIIO reveLation 
of God O\LtI;ide of Orin. we a.e .. ying that man do", DOl naturally hue any 
roeans of 11"'= Man an some .... hat rero",il:e his predicament. bul he has no 
po .... er to extricate bim~lf. This il .... her. the Christian revelation ente ... 

In Je" .. Christ God h.u mad. bi' ,race appear. In bim he has fCCODCiied 
lbe world tn him .. lf. bal panted the ph of jUJliflcalion, IInetily. and fn:cdom. 
Ln JesU5 Chrin God is made manifest as the Otnnipolenl, Holy. and Eternal 
One by virt". of It.. f..,1 that Ihe II"'ce .... hicb h. ~stoW$ is tbe forli~.ne$S of 
lil1l. Man·. bondall. to himself had pre""nted him from .. eilll God. the OnuIi· 
potent. Holy, Eternal One. But now God·, grac. h .... t mao tn:. from hirnxlf. 
Boc.alLSe be experiences beiQ, sel ~. God is all· powerful 10 bim. Because 
he upeI"iomces his condemna lion IDd God's for,iviOI ,....:. a' tbe same Ii",., be 
blow. that God il holy, thaI be is a demand,,,, judge .... ho iI also able 10 ,,",01 
what he demands. Becau .. man i. freed from his bonda", 10 the .... orld ood 

" lbi<I. P. 100, 
"/ 1Ji<I. p. 1 O!I. 
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en,e" a "lOW ( ,elliOt!, an escbalO!oSical u;s,entt, God il know~ .., etemal aDd 
tn.lucendcnL Man's life is no Ioni<'r Ifansienl: self,&lorificalioo ~se:s: nun 
Iookl lway from himself co .... ard God', act m Christ, Worldliness i, re,i",cd aDd 
yet the thiop of Ihe world I re ,.iDed back in a new way to be fulfilled in 10000e 
(:In echo of Kicrkepnd1), God', (o'lliying grace free, man from ""8" ... ttuat 
he can Ii"" for o lhen: th,oullh the PO"'''' of love hi. actions in the .... orld gain 
ulti mate siilli!ican.cc, 

And 10 ;1 is 1!>I1 ell';Jlh,,, MU~I 'peak, of God's ~,'d,,'ion in Chri. t 
as the fo'livinl pee of God by wh ich he U Ihe Omnipotent Holy 
Etem.aI On. ohow. him .. ,f .nd !Ju,rtby libentu rnall from him ... l! .abo 
tachinl him to undef1aand God in his ....., . . .. 

We notice from lhe preccdinl paragrap h Ihl l Bullmann has a tendency to 
, peak . boYI Ihe grace of God in mytllological terms, bul he does il with eoough 
completenes, 10 I. t US know what h. means. And insofu ao the condition of 
nun .... hich God Overcomes ill his yace is e.pressed ill m~tl>ological lernu, it i, 
probably most appropriate thaI lhe anSWer be .~pressed in . imilar I.rms. Bull· 
mann leu u. know thl the condit ion of nlan ",,,,,.led by notural thcolosY, namely 
his finilude. po ..... r~.sncss, alUiely. guil!. self·will . and death. i. OVefOOn1e by 
the lrace of God . He doe. "'" ,.U us in detail ho .... he eoueei ..... the working 
01 thi. ,race, but only lhat it lead, lIS inlO a new life wh ich i. 001 conditioned 
by the finitude •• pcrienccd by natural man. It mly ,uike u. as 'lnlnge I t fir.t 
Ihll Bullmann equales lhe revelation 01 God with tlte reception <I. his grate, 
but wh"" "' ..... the role or ",turll theology as revealing not Gad hinlldl hut 
only man', Reed for • Ind, then ;1 bc<:omes clear />ow the ~ 01 God which 
meets man·, need I •• d. 01 10 whal we cIIl "k"ow~", of God .H The attributes 
we wi", to the God who COII>CS to U$ iD "ace depend !IoOI On whal God is 
iD hi""",1f bill on the w. y we understa nd him to be wertinl in our lives. No 
proposition.< lbout God .'" rt,,«Ied: We have only Ih. I'CIC"ption of the ,,_ 
which we SO $Qfely nccd. Our unJ~'JIQnJ;n/i QI rhe ",,-lure 01 Our nud I~ds UI 
'0 sped 01 God aJ lulfille, 01 Ih~se N~. For in'13I>Ct , if man colloC';vel his 
( onditioo a, pOSsc., ion by demons. he natunlly speaks of the JOura: of the 
lrace ",hioh frees him as a 'iberilOl, ]./lv;or, or demon-destroyol. 

Th i. ;1 the HCOnd half of ,he meani". of tb. mY'lif~inl Slatomenti .boul 
man', knowledge of God btinS identical ",ilh his knowlcdge of hi""",U .Dd 
Ih. purpose of Chri,tiani ty btinllhat of leadinl man 10 a DC"" .. If_understandiaa. 
We have . 'u.ady ....,n the fitSt hl lf: What man [hought "',," his lr.now lcd .. of • 
l ad. IIImely natural revelation ..... .., Jl<:twdly man·s I:QOWIed~ of his nee..l for 
• sod, hut il ...... DOt ye, the fulfillment of thi. ""cd .' ''''pi in hypo' lad .. tiou of 
his wish. Now we see thaI wh ... man rece ivel God·, ""ce. he still only has 

" I/Md .• p. III. 
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knowhod,. of God in the form of knowle<!!e of himself, What he naUy koo ... 
is what has happened in bi. lite because of God', act in JesllS Chrisl He und«­
nands what God h .. done for' hi", in terms of h;, understlJldin! of wha.t WIt 

prcyiolLSly wrong with him. He has bun led nOl only into I .... w self·under$Undi01-
but actually into I DeW .. lfbood by the grace of God. He t n""," about God only 
insofar as he uudc:mluds .... bat bas happe ..... 10 him "in Jesus Chris!." 

Undcrlllndini God', reYelalion U hlI pcc also gi"'" us !be key 10 under­
stlndiullhe exclusiveness nl the Christian revelation. There i, DO way Ih. Christilll 
can pro..., to anyone outside the faith that God it revuled only in J.fIU Christ, 
or eyen that be is revealed tbere at aU. Tbe natun.1 man thinks he already ILls 
a cod thr"",h the meanl of natun.1 revelatioo, but as ~ h • • e occn , thil is oaly 
In inquiry about god. It i, nut revelation because he has IIOt receival the real 
""'" of God. If he would \Inly tnow God, he must gi"" up hi, oeU· ...... "jon and 
accept Ibe Word, wbith is the witness 10 lhe revelation of 000 in Chril~ God i, 
able 10 ,peak 10 thi. penon Ih"IUa/! lhe Bibl. Ind preaching only if he i. ready 
10 hear, lhal iI. only if he is rudy to resign aU and be completely Ulnsformed. 
n.en alId only then will he be able to recei"" the it:>"" of God in Christ. 
For the Christian, the one who knows God', grace in Jelu. Chrill, the.e is no 
further question about the revelalion of God in OIhe. pI_COlI and in other WI)'!. 
Once this grace ILl. been received there i. no furthtt quelt for it. 

But. it will be aral>Od, even Pa~1 $pe8.U of the r~elalion of God in naNre 
(Roman. 1:18-32). Yes, "'y' Dultmann, bu! this iI nol the revelation of 000', 
I """', bul of hit Wflil h. hi, demand. aDd hi. judgment. III of which we laW I . 
clemenll of natural theolO&)', which it really III""" kllOwledge of hI. own 00<1. 

diuon in this world, This is the revelauon nol of God', pc:<! bu t of man', 
finitude and ercalu,elincu. Man is told of hlI CIIdowmcnt and the demand that 
COttle;! with iL Thi' is IoIowIed,e concernin, man'. own natural eJI;stC1lCe, not 
about God aDd his poe. Only the man who bas already R!C<ived tile ""ce of 
God in Joons OIrist is able to meet God's ""cc in nature aJld hi5tory. For him 
tile """rid hal ceuot 10 be a problem; ""thi,.. in an creation can "pI..at. him 
from the 10"" of God. 

BUI wha t about the revelllioD of God in II,,, Old Teltamenl7 Bullmann by. 
Ibis too il primarily the re""lalion of man', ~turelines! and dependence. There 
are OCCLIiolU, however, in whith the If"'" of God ;, seen, showing thaI m .... '. 
nalural quest for I cod iJ DOt always dell>ded Ind diston.ed, The Old Te;Slament 
man is primarily .waTt> of the POW" .nd majesty of the .. orld. but IOmoU"'''' h. 
is ahle 10 see throuJll 10 a &ood and arac:ioul God. BUI even in the Old Testa· 
ment. "'" realUe that God iI .evealed u paOlls only 10 tbe man who il Iwa .. 
of hi. own c.ulu.clincss and d"pendeJ>CC, only the man who iI utterly broru. 
Thus we can ,peat of God', ~ation in nature and hi.lory in the Old Tenament. 
but the queslioo is Ihou.lJ we? Thil wu the only revelalion 10 the Hebrew. al 
tMt time, but ,bouk! ~ u OIrillWu consider Ihi, revelation for u.7 For 
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I Chrillil.n to look for God', grloe ill na' ~re .00 hill.ory is for bim .0 laU 
Iw;I;y from the grace he II ... already rccei¥ed ill Jesus Cbrist. lor him to llep 
bae1< from the ,ta~ of fulfiU"",,,1 to I ~limin.ry ltate 0( upeotation and ho"". 
It our sins hive really been fortiven ;1) Christ. if we Mve lully enlem.i an 
eteM.o!opoll uilteoce, why do we look lor additioo<lll JfIC" IVlil.oblc .hroush 
!LIIture and hilltory"? However, there is I sense in whic:h even lite Christian recei"", 
the revelation 01 God in nature and hi.lory 100 this i. the oam. a. the " .. 1 ..... 1 
revelltiOll ,poken of eallier. lbe Christian eoo.llnualIy lendt 10 slip from the 
J:f"I« he Itu bceto givUl in J estll Chrill. he tend. to depend on himself once more. 
When thi. MppeRl, nature Ind history can once Ipin maie him aware 01 his 
cralurellneSi and finitudc: and sel him Once >.pi" in quesl of the grace of God. 
Nalure Ind history con'Wlly slllllel Out self·Ns ........... continuUy ... mind 
liS tluol "'e do not pi»1>t51 the grace of God, th.1 we .... nothina in ounclvca. 
Thul ........ r.lerred badt 10 Christ. in whom we .... v. found JfIC" and llpon 
... Ioom we m,,", .ternally depend. For us Ihere is no ....... lation lpan lrom Cluisl. 

God"s R eiD/jOlt to Natun <md History 

Bultmono', "nd.nll ndm, 0( Ihe re>"clation of God I I hi. g:r_ wbic:h come. 
\0 US only thro",11 Jesus Chrisl and hi. r.jection 0:1 nalutal theology IlJ I m""' 
of knowinll God "'''''IM in the .en .. of • prctiminary kDowledce of Our o""d for a 
&od doea nO! ,ive ul aoy vounds tor supposill. that God hu uy rela.ion 10 
Ollilr. or hiliOf)' 1\ .U. 

Tbete ar. 00 doubt moments in our live, when we believe thaI we 
become awa ... of the luida!IQC Ind 1O""'0mcoi of God the C ... ator: 
moments io wbich His miraculoua actioo ,trikes us .. itll pow(rful 
impreniVC:DeS$. Such moments arise when for eXlwpie we see =cs of 
' .... 1 and sublime OIIUTII] bclUI¥, when we are deeply moved by I 
nobk: WI.Irk of an, or ",hen our ... perle""" convinces u. 01 diviDe gracious­
o~"' or when"", are Ihl ll.ted by I momonlOUJ historical ..... enl in which 
we toel compelled to see a manifcatatioo of divine judgment. ADd we are 
rilh. II sIICh ti m .. to foel deeply . ware of lhe wondet-working action or 
the Creator of IU thillp.. B~I we m~$1 . dmit II the 5aIIIC time IMI then: 
a ... other men who .... and u""riCJlOC the same thin" but who vi_ 
and interpret them dill.really: who an: unbl. 10 delCC"l in \hem ..... id.oc:e 
0( God', rule. or \0 hoar in Ihem God', voice." 

Christianl beli.ve in Ood IS Creator IUId as Lord 01 HisKlry, bu. they 
canllOl identify him ... ith eilher .... Iure Or hil lory ba:IUK lhese: ph.nomena .re 
.1" 'YI ambiguous.. Ood'l p ... se ..... in tMm iI bidden to aU ~I ~PI the cya 
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01 lailh. Only by our f. ith do I~ bea~ty aDd grandeur of IIltore as well as ill 
us:1iness aDd dcsU"UCtivenes. aDd the aood aDd bIId fonune of history bocome God', 
&if II and. jlldgment. We canDO! lpeat of God', relation to lilt"", and history 
in lIeneral but only for .... 

Faith in God r~ CrUll'" 

In a 'Cf1OO1I of \hi. same title. BultmRlln tell. US jU$t wNot it mea", for a 
ChriJtian to ha,e I.itb in God as Ibe creator of the nalural world. 

lbe first trona that it upressed by \h. Christian idea 0( God as the 
Ocar.or it that God Sumdl MyonJ all liu W" .. 11 potWrt of _"r~ and 
history aNi of ""'tonal and Ipiriludlli~ ... Here, in thi, realm, God is 
DOl to ~ found! If we .. nre these po_rl ...., do not yet thereby Ie"'" 
God." 

For God to ~ tbe c:nator of the world mea", that ~ is dim""t frOnl it. The 
~orld i. DOl God nor is lie to lie found in iL Bullmann clearly dl)C!l not lleU.,e 

thaI God i. im .... n."1 in IIIe world. We know about him only beetUIe of his 
revelation in Christ. God comcs to US in his grace In order tn flWea! to UJ that 
he i, distanl. WI he it entirely other. We do nOC conchode that God il not in this 
world becaIUC there is nO objcc:tive way of pen:civing him bere (altboup,h the 
belief in God'. traMCCnde""" .. a ]IOod apologetic: apinll nllural $den",,) but 
bccIoUIC the grace which comes to UI, comcs l rom beyond. 

Se<:ondly, ]IQd', creation is a creatioo 0111 of nOlbina;: and to be ]IQd'. 
c.ealure mcam absolurcly and in every pfCSCnl to have one·, lOurce in 
him, io luch a ~Iy thaI ..... re he to wilhhold hi. creative will the crealure 
would fall bact into _hing. Thus to be god', creal"", mUft, to be 
COftIlantly mcompa.!;OCI aDd threatened by nothin&noss." 

Allhough tbe. e ;. little Or DO Biblical balis for ii, the ChriltiRII doctrine of 
creation has always heeD a doclliDe 01 creatioo Out 01 DOthinl- II is rCVQIina; 
lhat Cbri'liau have ~bOlIll:JI to "prell their f.ith in Ihis way. We n«d IlOl 
oortCCru oul$Cl~c:s with conceivina the proo;eu ot Q"e.tion OUI 01 DOtItio, OC with 
lUolldling thi' with oc;"""" beeau ... the doctrine i, lD upre:.$lon of f.ith .... tbu 
thlD lD objeclive understaDd;1Ii of lhe world. AI ~e saw In d .... lin' with the 
n.ru .... 1 knowled~ of aod. m.n pen:ciVei himJelf 10 be creat_ly. finile. alwaY' 
thr .... l<ned with diuolution. This coMciouoncu bas rOUlld its ~~preSsiOD in the 
idea thai aod created out 01 nothinl: our exUt"""e is cl_ly . kin !(I nothinB; 

"lUr, .. _ oltd Yor,lI.· sr. .... ,,, Wrili ..... ~f 1I..odo/f S.J,..-.,,- <Od. SclIub<tt op.~. 
"". </'. p. t 7 • . 

"tl>id. ,. 115. 
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we pm ..... it only ••• gilL If ,od were to tu'p &ivinl. that il upholdin&. 
Iris creation. il would immediately fall bad< into IlOlbiDllcm The doctrine of 
en:ation out of nothing is mu.'1 way of exprelli", hil a_es. of himself 
as CRaturely and depeOOe1IL 

Bultmarn refulU 10 . 1Iirm I naive vi"" of God .. world·mater because 
there .. DO wly that man could ever know anythilll of this.on. The Old T estament 
talk about creation in Genesi •. Psalm •. baiab. eU:. docs no! clai m to be b ... ed 
on any objective inlleslilltioo ioto the oriFm of the world. Rather it is mao'l 
. ttempe 10 upres. IliI relationship .... ith God. Whether Ihe God of ,.-.ce Wli the 
objective cause of the world is beyond all po;uible bum.n tnowled, e because we 
only know God throullh our knowledge of OIlfSCI....-6m in our I ....... nell of 
our n....:l for a lod alld ICCODd in our awarenesa of whll God bu don<! for u' 
wher ... e rcoci"" hislfl"". In f.ith we know God as somclhinl beyond. JOtTJCthin, 
more ulli .... te. IOOre si,ni!icant than the powcro of this world. Faith in God 
the erealo. is nOl . n understardin, 01 the ori"o of the stuff of the uoh'me: 
but an anl ... er to the question. "Whom will you serve?" Ood as creator mean. 
only that God is worthy of our h;,hest service alld IIClIICS! hooor. 

God i. revealed .. the Creator to the Christian ol1ly ;0 lb. If"ICI! , iven in 
Jesus Christ: 

There is a mcdiator betwem God .Dd the world who brio" God o.a. 
10 US. in wllom God beromes evident to UI , and tbrollih whom the world 
brlCom .. God', creation for us. .. Hr i, an individual mao lit e III in 
... hOK action God am. io w~ dc$tiQY God is at wort. in wbose 
word God .peab. He bas died 00 the cross lor u.; I nd he nOW lives 
in eternity- for us! And ooly wben we uodenLaDd this do wr uoder­
lland tU! God iJ the Crater; .1Id SO it is tbrouab bin> 0..1 the world 
bocomes Ood', cr«lion-fOl UI! " 

Cltristian faith in God a, the =alor iI not lbout heavtn and earth but about 
mao', relation to God. The worW it DOl God', cr«lioo in its<:11 bul ""Iy becomel 
SO 1M us whm God is revtaled in JUUI Cltri!!. Talt about "God', .cLotion to 
the wmkl"' is r«Uy about God', relalion 10 UI expressed in terms of the world. 
Those who lirot ~..rmcd belief io God as ereator may uve taken it ~Ieratly to 
be .bou! the world. but the existential flith upon which 'he II4~mcnl WlS 

based was 10 awareness 0 1 their own c",atur. 1iness befo", God. The ... orld is 
not the c.ntino of God in iuclf nor is Chri!! di.inc except by the "e' •• ""Uy 
<;OII ' emponlI>(:OIII" ,"orki"l of God 10 mate bin> the Christ lor us and to make 
the world the cr«lioo of God 1M US. 

"11M. pp. 179'180. 
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Titc M~~ni", '" God ill Acti,., 

II is DOC a tar", step from undel1t1ndiD, God's ..,lalion 10 nllure 10 under_ 

stlndillj his relatlon to hi!lOry because !he lWO are on • continuum. Belief 
in God', lClion in butory u lIl\11.l!y linked with the belid that ho =.ted this 
world, in which hl!ltory i$ made. Hu\ .. has bec<lme clear by DOW: 

The affirmation llIal God i. creator cannol be a lbeoKticai .llIemeol 
about Ood a. crtmor ",ufOdl in a ",neral seose. The afftrmatlon CI.II only 
be. penonal conI"euion lhal 1 und .... tlnd myself to be • crea'UTe wbkh 
owes its existence to Ood." 

If we thus undent&nd ~Ood'i ..,lalion to ""ture'" .. a way of eJI!"Using Our 
0" '0 creatureli""$!, we can not proceed JIf.igllt·forwardly from • prccollCCi..w 
d"""a of =auQII 10 an uDCritiaol doo.:trino of tM ProvidellCC of God. AI 
crealion bec<lmel Ood', crealion for u. only by failh, so the evtllLl of history 
become .yenll within God for uS only by faith. 

In !hc: I." chapter of Its .... Chris, ""J M y/Joolory ."Iitkd ''"Ill. M<:aI1ing 
of God .. Actin&"" BuhmaDn di-llinllliilie$ tile ~mylhol"liclJ" and ~anal"licll" 
und .... l.ndings 0( God as ""'Ii ..... Mylholo!y alway. IpeaU 0( the JOd. as objectiye 
fOlees which interrupt and/or ClUS/Illy .lfec, the proem: or I>3.lure allll hl!lIClry. 
When God'. "otetion'" i. understood lDaJOJically. howe'·er. we lhink of him as 
actin, '"in" and ··through" ordinary e",,",s. Havin, rid ourselves of • DaiYe 

view of God', objectiye effects uP1l'l obj«ti"" hi,tory, we can f ... ly admit that 
it i$ tM human clement of und.rslandin, and interpreutiOD which ma1:c. history 
God', Iction for lIS. Only tile C)'c of f.ith .... the events within !he occulac world 
IS !he actI of God If this is still mylhoiosy. loIys BultmaDll. al least II I. JIOt 

a mytholOlY which makes God into an obj«t. 
Failh W>de~tIJldl ~aturally .xplicable cycnll (cilher in .... tur. or history, if 

we diltinauish them) IS the punishment or aift of God nol because of a pre_ 
ronceiv<:d docui~e of God's providcn<::e and not beeause there is anYlhing obj..::tiye 
~/>Q<ll the events which say ~Godw to Ul, bitt bc<:a1lSC f.ilh "'" the eycnll 00 In 
. ntirely differenl level: 

In failh I deay!he closed COI\Dection of worldly .vents, the chain of caUSC 
and dt:ect as i, prc::!COII itself 10 the DCutn.l oboerv«. I deny tho inter­
connection of W<II1dly evCflIl not as m)'lholoiY dO<$. which by bceatina 
lbe eoru ... ;tion plllCCllupernatural cyents inlo tile chain 0( natural events; 
I deny the worldly connection u a whole when I speak of God. I deny 
tho worldly eonne.otion of cvents when I speak of myself. for in Ibis 
COl\II<:Ctioo of worldly C,'cnll, myself, my personal CJlistellCe, my own 
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penon.l life, i$ no lIIOfe "';";b!e and capab~ of proof tholl is God •• 
aaiJ\&." 

It i, importanl 10 DOIicc lbal B~llmano i. nOI bere expressiol an anti-rational 
view. denying the validily of aeienlitic i" ..... tig.olion of the world, bUI he is .. yin, 
thll ill IWlh this ulllkfliaodinil dOC$ nol apply. When we . peak IIf God'1 leu. 
we ... Oil In eOli .. ly dilfercnl 1e .... 1 of uodentanding. whicb bas litlle 10 dll 

wilh physicll and h.i.norical ~ndentandina:. This prolect. Christianily both from 
panthe,stic tendenciu. which IUpPOK in ad""ncc thai IU events ate the work 
of God because God is immanenl in the world. Ind from aeicnlific chil lenl" to 

lIlt of (lod', action. God', action does nol ill &111 wly intorrupl lhe ""usa! chain 
of worldly eveolS nor deny ilS YlLlidily within ilS IIWII limits . blH God's Ictioa 

is in In coliRly dilfe""1 ""telory. Ih ... me "" teSOry II mill', knowledge of 
himself. Thil is why lheto is DO speakine of (lo,n action in a.lu .. or lIi$lo<y 
apan from f.itb.. 

This is the paradox of failh, that failh ~ncvcnhel,,"" UD<leflta!ldl as 
God'. actioo here Ind now an event which il completely ulie Uiaible ill 
tI,e nl tul'lllor bil10ricll co1lll«tion of events." 

We could underli/le the word u"dtnlands above and !oay thai God .01 ... only lhe 
jlllaputaliotl. only the subjective l ide of the evellt. 1I1I1y On !he level of p.u.:JttoJ 
uiJIMU. Thil is tile =K ia wbicb God is alw,,.. Icting in the ubefe ud now." 
Even .,,,nll which are objectively lone past can become th. :.tClion of God al 
failh renecu upon them. For instllJ\CC, the ,,;gnificar>ec of tbe E.odw grew for 
the Israelites 1.5 tile yUtS wenl by. AI Ih~ remembered Ihis ... ·eot it bcome more 
aDd more the dec;"; .... event by .... hich God created lbem ... people. Faith 

is able 10 II« lb. action of God in bislory !tQt from a detached, objective poinl 
of yiow but only beolllS< it i , petSO,,"Uy ;n""h-ed in the billory e~," if it is 
objectively plUt. Bultmann say" 

I cannot .peak of God's action ill Vneral .!a!emelll,: I an only speak 
of .. ba! Hc does here and now wilb me. of wbal He lpeaki b.'e aDd 
no ... 10 me. . . God II actin, docs !tQt refer !Q an ..... nl which can be 
pcm:ived by me witlto~! myself beio, drawn iOlo !he evellt as intO 
God', action. Wilhou! myself raking pan in il a. lleioll leled upllo. In 
otller word •• to lpea k of God as leli", involves the events of pe.sonal 
em!ence." 

Buhmann'. whole underSlandio& of God ;s summed up in Ihis lingLe sente""" 
from J esw ChriSI GIld M ylltol0ty: 

"Ibid, 1'1'- ""-6$. 
" 'Hd. I'- 65. 
·'I llid. PI'- 66, ~. 
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ONLY SUCH STATEMENTS ABOUT OOD ARE LEGITiMATE 
AS EXPRESS THE EXISTENTIAL RELATION BETWeEN 000 
AND MAN." 

God remain~ hidden and mysterious to man o:xcept \0 the degree in which be ",veals 
him .. 1f to mn througb hi. pam given in JesUI Ch,i5l. whicb is r=ive<! 1.1 

I new self·understandi",. Only in man', ui.tential uildmtlOOiD, of his need 
for a ,00 .rod of .. hat God ha. dODe fo.- him in Juw Christ is it klitimat.e to 
ROy any thin, about God. God ha!I no objective relation to nature or bistory as 
far II min knows, although events in nalure arod hll tory may serve 1.1 occasionl 
for God to .peak 10 man. Bulttnann's understanding of God III known only 
existentially is the rool of his demYlbolocilifii. MytbolDl)' always .peaks of 
000', ,cIMino to som.thine other than mao's existeotlal life and consequently 
is ilk&ilimatc. The only tr\Ie IQe.Illinl il ~ould have is tbe uistenlial dimension 
of what i. affirmed. AIJ ,laumenu Q/xJ~1 God fnljJi b~ $Otll as 'ully uprus;ng 
,....,.'. U;JI~nl;al ,~Iarion 10 God /100 malU, wMi OlhG" tkmnolz art preNlll ;n 

1M tXp~.ui(Jfl. Bul beeaUIe mythological ItatemenlS mllSl be interpre~ " state­
malls about man'. uistential relation 10 God, God hitnself can qc", be demythol_ 
ogized This would only leave statements aboul man", uistenee. AIId BWlmano', 
firm belief in a "penonal~ God (because he acts on u, "'i p!:lWf\s) wbo5e grace 
we ...,.;ve in Jcsw Christ would IICve, .110 .... tbis. 

"Ibid. p. 69. (Co,,"11 _ .) 
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