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LETTER FROM THE JACKSON FAIR GROUNDS COMPOUND

(Editorial note:: Before Robert went to Mississippi to work for the Freedom Democratic
Party this summer he left me a list of friends to whom I should send any communications
he might find time to write while there. The following arrived June 26, 1965 in Minn-
asapolis on a BXS5 plece of paper--because of s paper shortage in jail he explained.
James Park)

I had only heard about "police brutality" before I came to Mississippi, but now I
have seen it first hand, Some 471 of us were arrested Monday June 14 for walking down
the side-walk toward the state capitol. (Note: Protesting a special seasion of the Misa-
issippi legislature called to circumvent new federal legislation, avoid federal registrars
etc.) They called it parading without a permit. Parade permits heve consistently been
refused for civil rights demonstrations in Jackson. What we experienced on that first day
a8t the hands of the Jackson city police and the Mississippi State Highwey Patrol cannot
be adgquately described. It is a sad fact that these grdups harbor, at the lower levsls
at least, meny individuals who can only be described as goons with an especially wvicious
atreak when it comes to civil rights workers.

It started when they loaded us into trucks to take us to two large exposition halls
odthe State Fair Grounds for detention. The demonstrators, all standing, started jumping
up and down in the back of the truck, and the driver retaliated hy jamming aﬂth& brakes,
throwing us all toward the front of the truck. He repeated the treatment several times
.on the trip as we clung to the grating overhead and c¢n the sides. When all the demon-
strators had been delivered to the fairgrounds, we were herded into one of the axpoaitiun V
buildings. It was on the way in, I am told, that the firat clubbings oocc .o. girl, Frukybock
got it on the foreheed when she started to turn in the emtrance-way. g&?f ‘his head
bloodied when he d & cop #he plpes stunk. When I first saw thsu.thqy ware lying on
the floor, their staining the clothes of the fellow marchers holding their heads
and collecting in pools on the cement fioor. I did see the third clubbing. We had beén
packed into a tight circle in the middle of the floor when one boy decided to sit down.
This seemed to greatly anger the nearest cops, and twe or three of them charged the crowd,
pushing them back 5§ﬁérg the bay stand. In the heat of the moment,’ one policeman
picked out anntherﬂqﬁq“ for no apparent reason, pursued him into the crowd and clubbed
him down. He required some 8 stiches in his scalp and they made him pay the $20 bill.

He heg since been bailed out and rearrested for marching again. The other man- clubbed
wvas taken to city jail wit other leaders after he agitated for a hunger strike. The
girl was taken to the hospital and later released, All three were white, suggesting e
police preference for whites, since the vast majority of the demonstrators were Negro
eg.the first night among the men 33 whites were arrested to 215 Negroes). The spmpathy
%hu officers for the injured is indicated by the comment of one directed at the first
man olubbed, "stand[himJup and let him die."

Many more of us to lesser extemts, felt the billy-clubs that day. A middle-aged -
Negrowoman became almost hysterical when she was jabbed in the ribs. When they marched
us in groups of ten 4o the next building for booking, & tall Fegro youth had the mis-
fortune of being 1lth. He was smashed in the chest when he did not back up famt enough.
The mest vidious and tatally unprovoked incident after bocking was running the gawntles.
The male prisoners were marched ocut of the building single file and around a cormer.
There stood o line of highway patrolmen, c¢lubs in hand, with the wall of the bullding on
the other side. When I went 'through at least two patrolmen, holding their billy-clubs
in both hands jabbed me in the back. Others, including a mild-mannered minister, reported
thatthey were hit on the head.

Once in the men's building we were segregated and forced to sit on the cement floor
yithout leaning back or lying down, and without talking. The all-pervading feeling of
dread we felt after ‘the shock of seeing and experiencing unprovoked attacks on unermed
individuals who were not allowed to hit back is impossible to describe.

It was not until the lawyers arrived that night that things began to losen up sig-
nificantly. Oinoe then pressure has been brought on the police for responsible behavior.
The meanest cnes have been removed and the others have controlled themselves better
although it & sometimes obvious that they don't like it. The marchers who have been
arrested everyday from Tuesday until now (Saturday) have not been subjected to this
brutality. There have been further incidents and soms tense moments, but conditions in
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P chaplain and desdl of students at (Negro) Tougaloo College % ide Jackson and a leader
in the MFDP) One man with dirty pants said, "Thsy beat me."7/ Zirl was clubbed and
W{owﬂesa the same one reported in the later communication, above.)
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gemeral have improved. The night shift police still take glee in pounding their metal
chaire with their billy-slubs and making other loud noisea off and on all night, but we
have ilﬂmnst)enough mattresses now to go arcund (the first night we had about $0 mattreases
for 248 men), and cold-water showers have been set up. We are told that with luck we
should be out of here by Monday, June 21. Ve i M M 2 )

The following is what my brother was able to meke of my chrologolical notes of the

first couple of days, which I gave to a New York Times reporter to be forsdwarded to him.

Yours in Freedom,

Bob Perk
(It is now your editors task to dscipher rotes probably ascribbled in transit, etc. on the
back and later front of two mimeographed pink sheets which provide the schedule for the
Jackson Demonstration and Workshop. I take it the workshop which was scheduled for the
afternoon was samcelled because the marchers were arrested about noon in front of the
State Capitol. I shall try to make intelligible sentences out off what is often merely

a succession of phrases and images.) Fair Groundls our Truack Slepped sARE gy
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Eventually bheme-wews obout 10 trucks, 3 paddy-wagons, and one truck with a torn canvas Tom 4
Sew. Im‘m&'—mmﬁ'gmefirstm cka. Welinked arms e
and-weited, About 12:45 sgate troopers were brought in and thinge became a little rough. ;%
Some marchers were dragged #@ the trucks and two sheddhéeaw were lifted by their heads,
Many were pushed and pulled in mm::ading the trucks. One white firl . her
sweater pulled up to almost around hErFhEsks*Thelsasid ""ﬁ?;had back fmm{, tm“"@.eﬁ?
sbout 12:5Q, The 10 troopgrs in the—frent 1ihe, word equiped with clubs, gag, guns, helméts,
eto, I s King p-%'ﬁo, ORE"of the paddy-wagons. (Doubtless Bdwin King, the white
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“Binging "We Shall Overcome'. As—we—arrived At the mgke-shift detention
center, we were herded intc the middle of the romm. One bearded white guy.was lying on
the floor witha blocdy forehead. Another man reported that he had been hit #n the ribs.

Af 1:15 medical help arrived for the girl. The expressions aﬂdig ;Ealiu&man'a froes were
mixed—from gleeful to s2ad and worried. HRain began to fall thru,the roof about 1:20.

At 1:7%0 with 2 "GCet on down there and shut mouth" I was jabbed in the back and hit

on the elbow. A woman was j”'rllbad jn the y making her very angry. A Jackson policemsn ¢
waaring sunglassee was overheald,to say, "Stand the son of a bitch up end let him die,"(grmict5’
At 1:40 a white boy with glasses wae separated and pushed around the ﬁirq}z.“ﬁths BillLight.
mee had his head bloodied as he tried to retreat into the cmuﬂ.ﬁ‘eﬂu‘ réy 1A y ety

2:00 PM, prayer is becoming frantic; the are fanning th whiI’e the troop-
ers watch with ement. Someondhas fainted, s woman I think. At 2:10 the ambulance
came to take th , Birl to the hospital. "hHen one tried to sit down, he was angrily forced
to shan@, Z2:30, the Jackson policemen whw?:xted to, 1et the injured man die, now without
his shedes, pushes us (pokes me) back and Il é:.'é' te man in a yellow shirt. A Nagro
leader who was 11¥ in a group of ten is strick hard in the ribs becsuse he did not back
up fast enough. A white boy and yourg colered @irl ape separated. 2:55, finally we are
seaded in another building, the girls on one side bgys on the other. (Nete: lowspeper

=W ST TN ST M ok e I ) e SoRSTORRL S ) My elbow is sore.

Rev, Galt of the Delta Ministry ig hers slong with esother white ministers in the
srme program. He hes jeen in jail deer'tee Joponess and the U5 gererwment (as a conscientious
objector he was sentenced to 5 years but did not gerve it all). The Rev. Ed. King is also
here. 3:25, the man in the yellow shirt is now standing last in line., Our side is being
guerded by 10 men in green pantsd and soft straw hats and 3 or b city pelice. At 3:35 the
men were marched around the corner and forced to run the gamntlet. Those arcund me (and
including me) werk jabbed in the back by 2 or more troopers. Rev. Balt was hit on the
head, Dick was hit too when he left the other building. About 4:00 o'clock we were
marched into the washroom and segregated. Our SNOC buttons were: removed and pounded with
cluba, Some Heﬁ-oeg ’{omed to swesp, Georgs Creen hna:in\\;,--t fecond. About 5:00 wes the Nic
clubbed whited ary asked 4o sweep. Rev. King did it willipgly. Tho bearded blond refused,
but the other finally started reluctantly and slowly. The “*ﬁrﬁ‘ Ark glasses stopped
the sweeping. About 5:15 a student from upstate New York talked for a few minutes to
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about 10 police and troopers. Earlier we had been told not tg talk to each other. I
estimated that there ﬂﬂ% 31 or 32 whites and 200 Negroes. & supper-count showed 33
vhites and 215 Negroéd, Supper was provided from about 5:45 to 6:20. After-supper

Before auppasg dar]c’:-”'h;w
s . A
caneTto M“Eiﬁituh‘m de ¥ atand. Earlier M fad been told to stop

ptaring., At 7:00 the leaders were s ated--#3 white ministers g ﬂﬁﬁro minister.
M%mwﬁﬁad-blmd ( i )‘W&f‘ﬁ}ﬁg&*ﬁ the head

when he was down., Fwei Renald-Weissfrom-Jleveland-Miss. The lawy arrived and told uas

471 had been arrested and that bail had baan. set at $100 =ach. We to keep oed
lawyer he buildidg,"? At 9:10 Ron Weiss shouted "Freedom." Silenze. Then o chant
began the Negroes-='What do you want?"--"Freedom!" But this was quickly quieted

when a Negro rose and raised his arms. We signed retainers for the lawyers.bscause-we
W There were amiw—Sr¥ompe lovyers o=@ from the Lawyers Constitutional
Defense C t ed’,"*- They interviewed us all, sbesng—eneh-an-ink.spot ss identifieation.
They left sbout 10:30 and we were permitted to go to the washroom individually without
asking permission. Some of the policemen (especially two fat omes) enjoy their power for
its own sake. They act very childish, swinging their clubs, telling us fto sit up, not
to look at them, to lcok down at the ground, ete. -

Tuesdny morning (second day). About 4:00 AM I first beceme aware of an almost con-
gtant noise from ghe 8'.10 unding their chube un ghairs, garbage cans, ete. #
occasionally M on the floor. At 5:10 we were whistled up and 8tacked
our matresses. About 7:00 a cop told us, "Sing if you like becasuse tonight we'll get our
turn." Maybe the girls sang last night. They were singing this morning st breakfast
outside. Heal singing was reéstored thisfnoming for. the first timelzs,in‘&c E&ng‘ At
8130 there was applause for each white as he came swe from washing There
were a few boos too. One white said he thought the Congress-of-Federated-Organistions
leaders resented white competition. HRon Weiss again shouted “freedom!" He also led in

. ginging mmltiversed songs, toc many in faot seeing that he is not a very good singer.
Bill Light led an insulting verse about cops stinking. At the breakfast line there were
* 3.mean~looking troopers with their numbers teped over. (presumably on helmets and badges)
A 9110 a Sargent said he wauld treat us like animals if we treatedfh#m like an animals,
- gtond. And-oinpped-end--sone-legpaees-dantods add "Wa'tre h Ay
Two more troopers arrived with taped-over numbers.shd s told AGESs the nni:’:‘;?aﬁgfﬂéﬁ.
The same Sargent d wa're supposed to be sducated Christian men. A Negro was hit about
9:h5, mé’ﬂﬁ?ﬁé’ﬁg shew on his SNCC button. We were told that we didn't have to call
o an officar "SiI'J"O _‘( =il s nrobablEbacauges - Some h ad-hean—using=the—wo o t- meaning
;{’-lr¢ufﬁdh incir I’\l"-ihf MM{ "'f.v -mdu-v?"- %f
o About 12:45 s Negro r{a war%ﬁﬁe% iny to the sound of cheers and clapping '_
: outside., We supposed thede W&Te Tom the second march. Thc—«ﬁ@p integrated.
r12:50, e noticed that the phone-booth wire had been cut. At 1:15 some girla went to

» lunch and the remminder began singing ¥Go Tell It On the Mountain" and we joined. The
police reportedly have ordered the Negroes back to their side but they didn't move and no

5
action was taken. Lunmch comsisted of be / z and weak milk. At 3:45 the dishes ?
aﬁ'ﬁ"ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ? %

O

voreld sally o oo

Lehind o . of Lokt priaorire, manag il X Mool g e ey

(e
cdaidyy

?‘had been washed and the girls were return arrested girls (of which about
§ 9 were white) and the newly arreated boys were marched across I@. (o) M‘puilding. One male
\.whn did not want to segregate was dragged and thrown against a wallp "4 couple of others
Swera dragged too. Ome girl slso had to be dragged. One white who would not stop singing

A volan G

wa® hauled out to a patrol wegon, a patrolman on each arm (one not being ehough). 4
% club was put behind his arm to twist it. One Negro girl who was looking faint probably (sse
?for fear of beating began—to—owy—and wvas taken to police car. Bob from New m—ﬁﬁahﬁﬁ‘i"
estimates that 200 were arrested today and we expeot more tomorrow. We heard about aympathy ol
demonstrations in 'I:E'Nurth. We got some eold water in line due to a police glip. A
Negro policeman, cal Mover box! i : : .
ap?menﬂy_uto-'u& the order—to—att—down., T o AN fIEE Crg o , —2) ket tawi! 2 ’3(17 ”
The Rev. Bob (what's-hig-name) from New m bhas just returned from talking with
his wife, who was also arrested, hey will write from an Albuguerque paper. Alter
applause for the las going to supper, the floors were closed on that side so—phat=weand w ¢
wore not permitted o go to the washroom or water-fountain for & while. W—R—
mwﬂmmmm. Some women and kida complain andiUfset, a
lavyer:abnut 6:00. Hz told ua we ’# be out Saturday without bond or Monday at the
x




Money is coming bul iy ne¥ Aere i a e g
latest with luck. ¢ 6:30 a hunger strike is baing consldared. B2 50, we l1ned up for
supper, - TS Y " .
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At 7:50 I talked with Nick Fisher who was cme of the 20 arrested at the Post Officeth.s
They stood for about half an hour on the stepe with signa. They were pushed off several
times by US marshals. Finzlly they were pushed onto the city sidewalk and taken away
by waiting city police. They woudd not 21l fit in the paddy-wagon so one girl went in a
car, Duesddtsstaken—aweyr rigey (one of the policemen?) jabbed the back of a Negro

5:10 AM Wednesday (th%§“i%2 y I was awnkened by metal fodding chairs bheing puashed
aver the floor. But the noise last night then the first., But others though®t
they were noipen last might. Maybe I just slept better. AT 6:10 the girls started to go
to breakfast Q%ﬁ dn 5 were closed because of applauae, at which we applauded again,

We sang "Woke up this Hnrnlng” "Clap Your Hands" and "Ain't Gona Let Nobedy Turn Me 'Round."
At this 2 cops tried to get the standing clappers to move back, but more came forward in-
atead, Frantic clapping subsided as reinforeements stood inside the door but hefare

they tock threatening "% We were #en told to line up for hreakfast about 6:30. Club
tapping is now applauded and when one trooper accidentally dropped his club, he was
applanded. There is a good mood inm the group; they applaud with the slightest excuse,
sometimes mixed with booeg however. 7:05, the men went to breskéast. 7:10, one large
Negro woman is hustled away being hit Rehind with s elubj snother is led swsy. One Negro
singe gucd-netured jibe at cops, especially one of them, This rough one even amiled a
little when he,wae serenaded as he 1it a cigarette with "You got a weed in your mouth,

I hope you get Bancer." Great woice.

The. song-leaderp wilke hauled off to eity jail and some Negroes didn't eat and called
on us not to eat, singing "which egidd are you on?" 5o we didn't line up and oonsequently
missed breskfast. Word from the other aide via the washroom is that they s split--some
plan-to skip lunch, but most of the BTO now here will probably eat. My pesition is that
I would join a hunger strike if one-half of the Negroes favored it onthe basie of the
provest~of-troatment 1ist drawn up, renl, aad glval, Lo the lowyer last night, or 1if thepo !
were more ®lood drawn by the cops without sigw provocation., The initiative should comde
from the Negro side. Most of the Hegrn kids are out hy now (or have they been mcvad°}
The word on the large Negro woman.is that whe refused to stop singing and kicked the cop in

when she was hauled away: The rewired phone had been said to be dead, but it rang thia
morning, and after a cop nmswerad it and left at least one Negro tried to call. & second
eop came back to check it lafy app 2%# uneonceyned, The Sargent talked to both
groups again this mmr%.ng #ﬁw He gaid we did not have to et if we g0
.Bhose but that we would get very hungry by Saturday because they were not going to gige
" in and return the song-leaders. He says he comes on at 7:00 dm and is not responsible
for anything which happens when he is of [ duty. We have not seen any helmeted trocpers
(highway patrol) since the first day. A few Jackson motorcyels (?) cops with helmets
have been seen at meals, In the buildings only troopers with gray visor cape (light
graoy shirts, dark gray pants with red-biiue-red stripe), city patrolmen with blasck visor
cape, and State-Fish-and-Game-Commission mem with white cobboy-type hats are to be seen,

The word from the other side is that they have repolled the people and almost everyon
is going.to strike. Another kid (about 12) has been bailed out presumably by his parents
and is applanded—a 1ittle more than usual, About 11:10 all the kids under 15 (about 40)
are asked for snd given candy bars. (The notes break off here. Thia is evidently the
time he give them tu the New York Times reporter, who sent them to me.)

(In:a letter.to me dated June 26, Robert writee that he was bailed out Thuraday, June 24
(meaning he was in jail for 10 dzqrn) and was then at the Mi. Beulah (Edwards, Miss.)
headquarters of the Delta Minietry of the National Council of Churches. Fridsy a drunken
white fired four shots into cme of the buildings, but in general thmga are peaseful and
gquist there. Much of his haggagﬁ wvas stolen while he was in jail.)
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