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Dear ]'riends; 0n. this mild Strndo.y e.ft<Jr:nJ 1-m., i.a \,he rsaC'\e and quiet of my 
sol~tu"'~e ".n +he "Bush houao ", :i.t i.1:, nut Lhs, pen 1 -'::aka up~ but tL:e clte~1~il ~(l·=ii;,t 
en 1:hi.:.;h ,_;o write t'l-tt~ '...hi;..•d annua L let~er t c you t;.ll of our Family .P.,dd.resf! o,ukH 
al""."Lad.y •J: hou.cs M.Ve passed, Wi-!;h perusal (Jf leti;ers in the file ;fcldc,r, wh:.ch 
F'a"ther and Mother sont me dl..lring my years overseas~ It wou Id t~kEi two days to rr.:,p­ 
er'.Ly read th:=:ini. <111, but the quick gla:r:ce shows all too clearly how the years fJ.ew 
by. The e<>.rly letters showed my Mother rs ·finely wr1ttc:h firm school teu.Char1 s hand , 
and Fa the::." s pr-e c I se petilll"l.nship.,--b.oth progre.ssing: ito ·thG yeA.rs, when the wor-ds 11'1':n·e 
no longer c Lean.ly written, but crook:•Jd with little regP-r-d' fo:t' compbsiiiicn and : · . ":• 
_sp91Eng~ 'till the last were a Imoet; inde.cipherable, the f'Lna L hea.rbb:r~aking atte.m.pt 
at f'Luen cy which once came so readily at the.ir coinmand , 

So it is with deeply stir:rad emotions this letter is 'begun. The 
h ope s, fears, e:o.cc-uragemen.ts, depress.io11s, resentments, anger-s , assertiveness and 
S.J.">Tuissions, ell withi::i the circle of F,..tm.i1y loyalty and love., When r-3ad or rommh$r.ed 
in such u short time 1 bring one. tr.em.hling· to the verge ·oi' teh-rs. "r r6ad of the sor­ 
row· and loss my Parerits expressed ·to :rn.e., and ,their trust in the ifuturo wh9re nc 
sourow is, at the time of my Sis-fr.er Ca.therine•·s .d:eath,. Elsewhere :t 15aw tho futile 
attempts Mother .madfl in pr".l.ctice t6 sign her· ira.1ne corr~bt1y) bravely" a-t the :top of 
the page~ repeated.:. over and over until ~t the bot-tom :it Was quite unrecogni'z:3-bJ.:c .. 
--··-and then no mb't'e .----- ..., •:, · ' 

Father's ·letters wer,e al~ys more ,meehapieal, and '.yet $piced 
with lli.ore tempe:r. more accusations and withdrawals, self'-assertd.ven~·ss and humili=tY ~­ 
,iore o~nding nnd submissi-ona. ~ Eis let.ters · like himself c·<"lntained the ;t':ire o·f 
temper of a f'iercely independant man, that caused various f·li.i;re-u·ps between us' here 
in....h.-j,s_ ;ll6W. Heni.thi;che-0Bu:sh-·Rou-se-..- -I:.ikEV'tl werl"l 75a :fa-;r£i,e~d top~·· 'tli~v?;ry· f fre ·of his pe l'~ 
sona:.lity kept him spinning upright tor all to see and :rrw.i-ve i. · _ 

Fathar always had the~ knack ·of_ i;llus':rat~ons·~ -~nd' thl:l above is 
rather _too- true to his lif'e. Last June 23rd. while dei:;6er1ding _the t1nree broq_d. st~pl!I 
to th~- stdewalk before the Uni.tod.' Church· in Pert Rowan~ amidst the orqw1. of peop_le _ 
h~ stUinblee. 1>.nd fell to his left, knee and elbow from.: the top ~tep. The f~llpws a;c.o~~ 
hel_ped him up '=lnd int·o my car., and later the Doctor tended tb lit. skin hcora'!;icrt on- _ 
his Albow. But the f'ollowing 1norning$ when he still cot.1/l.d:ntt use hi.s left l_e6, I f;o:c)c 
l.::.m. 25 miles to Simcoe Hospital; v.hera exrays· shvWed ii 'Clean b,rl3ak ~n t}:15 upper th;gl\ 
bune O Tney ~ere 0.:lle to successfully oper~te and 5.nser~ EC pin the ):1.e:;;ct day. . - 

·. :t+, wa.s 59 days before the Doctor said he cou'ltt ieai?'e, out b~bt 
to a place where he couB hs.ve regular care and be, u.nc.er observe.tion, f:Or r:\.l';ho:.:i.gh 
he would be t9rmitted to fltand., ,1,1c;ilking was im.poss·ible. From Sime~ we: drov~ oi.,.-ectt1· 
to A.lie.:, 1s Ho.m.P. iYl Islington,. The follo11ving; day· Fa.ther had.his fir:::t a.Jt-:;>hn:~ f.(.5 ght· 
of s.n hours trip to Ottawa. There Evelyn m.~t idm at the air-pert, to ta·ke-'hi.n to her; 
Hom.a fot' an11inJ.ef.i.nite1:temporary -stay. · 

Within a week a doetor had to be ca:lle!i in to dh'gn9se what __ 
turned ~ut tcCbe a: recurra.nce .. of Father's-o-}d lterniao A ·ir{oek''s ho~p:ital· ohi:rervr.itfoii 
re.1 i-ived his eondi.tion,, bt'..t the opera.ticn tb.t · should ha.ve been perform.ed' 40 years 
age, 1Jl'':1.S Il01!! docid.ed to he impossible·, even th~gh the hernia is ll9W S6,l'i0U_sly inter~ 
ferrir.g with n0rm:.tl body fun0tiorir _ . 

Sri the 11
t0p·1 t!\.lt.:.t -remaind.ed sb stead.Hy upright· till last June 

is toppled, and I fea: with H. mc:;</1. -of tb-'lt personal ·fire that drove it·. Evelyn and 
! ket.p exc:1flrls"'-ng le{;-c,~rs., I've h:.;l.'.l JtfV'arr_l pho~1'e ~<:1.lls to cur Pt Rowan. doctor f'.orr 
'1.d:vic.:e wlHch I pass on to E·vo ly.:: in. m.y-,._f.mn won~s. · All ·the va..t'.;5.ous business matters 
~wve beer. considered in rf::lsi?t: ct t9, e,i'i1!ng. pla:ther 't'he nurs:Lng cars)· h~ needs n<':11/'v. Its 
only a year Goming on two sines E;v-elyn he.:sel:f' U'n'd.erwent. a Vf:!I:'y" i;;eri<:>us ulqer op_er• 
at.ion, and what with four childr&n a:bd p.er home_ ";o, car~ for.; she ~ust not ov:eft;~x 
hi;,r strength. So we plan for the e-ventuality bf' au:rsing home c_are'. :·for _Fathei:-, a.s 
a .physical necess!i.ty we cannct persow:i.lly providd ~- 

The doctor howeve'r is net .~iscoura:geq. .tl}at he '-is uriable to wal~ 
yet, 11---by the end of the year"~ he· says wi_ll 1st.ill "be pretty good ·progre~s, but 
l'le cannot kr).ow how low Father's perscn-al· fires have b\irned. Father pr.ssed hi.s 9:1nd. 
Birthday last Wednesday_, at Evelyn·'s Rome in Ottawa., and _I kn(?W s'he ma.C1.e i:i; as 
notable as possible, and I've been: forwarding thG few ca.rds that have come fo:f him 
here. Evelyn's Ottawa_ address is 1392 ()rillh st·reet (c/o Wrs EM Re'nderson) 

. So I'm '9.lone in the house I built for Ff-l.ther., though un!3.ble to 
gi'~e him the C!:lre __ h.e would ne~d if he were here. The g~r0ge business .ccm:l.unu.¢;S,-,,S..te-1.~ 

·----dily 9 .4ri.n a-s -stE>adily ~ee:rnstointerfere with the final ccmpletion of the building~ 
etco Work for cu;stomers last winter prevEinted the finishing of the shop f'urn9.ce, & 
unfortun'3.tely th~t work still raws.ins to be paid for in the case of two important 
sized jobs. But still although I've had to make up that loss of income with more_ 
wcrk. still there's been timt:1 to g&t a cistern s.J.most du~ by now and a water pond 
exoA.vated. This crucial dry time of year is ·che only time When it can be done, st) 
its ~ither theee·weeks before the fall ~ains er not until next Fall. 

Father inte11ded to attend the Ceri.tenial ServicGs at Dunn Unit&_d 
Chttrch, his la.st pre~ching appoir,tment, b~1t his aecic1ent just two weeks before the 
a.ate prevented him,. Howe:ver I attand.ed and m2de a. bpe recording of one of the ser"" 
vices, which he heard in p9-:;.~t in hospital. Now· h0We~rer ::i.t is u:1likely he'd .be ab~e 
to 1-i.E.a:r 01! apj?reciat,:, the recording; should he hear it again. A.'.; that service., tho'4gll 
: rsne~-'ied an qcgur.in~.:;ance 9.fter 16 years Rileuce, since which it has been my person~ 
r.1 project; to conYin0e and persuade etc etc., that the 16 year wait ha.s been for me~ 
or.. tra-c certain persor.1s part. Ch . f f y t 1 

· eerc10 or now rom . ours ru ·Y,; 
· n · ·r .. -~~f'(J' 
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