
~ 
t;.'i<, 

~,t,~- .. ~that, s what ,r-iillirun Mark Leona.rd said in ap~c:ia.tion of the 
· g h~ re,.eeiv~d · five days before his 90th Birthday on the 23rd of 

11WHC' V,CU]kD!IPT BE NIJ\lETY---.; n 

first birthday 
{'ctober 1961~ · 

· ose five· days- he was even mor-e p Iea se d and amazed as the cards continued to 
e., :four more, then eight, then twenty, fifteen, till finally on Sunday the 22nd 

. · his son Wesley was hoa:ding open house for- him, no less than 33 visitqr-s came 
'ring gifts as we I I as cards and good wi.she s , 

For t-):le special Birthday Dinner, there were eleven people gathered on that 
(the 22nd) in~luding ne i ghbcur e who had helped prepare the feast of turkey and 
the t r immfngs ; His son 1ii 19.w, Eric Henderson dr ove all the way from Ctbwa, 

·his Daughter Alice and her husband Bert Cowan and two of their children motored from 
Islington~. t c join in the celebrations. PuRf l<.:Jt1la11 

The good. f'o Iks of the Neal l\f.5mo-rial United Church,..:cemembe:;.~ed with ?;ifts of 
q Lamp shade and a foot stoal, flowers and cards. The Le onar-d family remembered with 
·:i. gift of t he New Testament in the new Engl:i.sh Translation. ;'\:r, old friend from Delhi 
r emember-e d with a book, by Jim Bishop, nThe Day Christ Died", which is a. notable 
literary work of' recent publication. Cf course there were ca.ks s and sandwiches and. 

_cc~kies a nd candie~./ galore, to grace the de H o Lous Birthe.5".~Y Cake with its, "v.aB.y:.­ 
. Happy Rebur-ns c~:-~,("ffit:":'Day -- on your 9®th Birthday, -- Fat her " nicely lettered in 

. pi~k d e Ing amid r osebuds and green leaves of ths: same material. · 
Notable. in the afternoons pr ogr-ame was a solo by }Frs }/iabEll Gillard, g-{!,t]a~ •: 

rl:>·quest of 1,1r Leoaar d., of tho sacred seng , "Stranger of Ga La Le e " • She was a ccompan Led 
at ·the, p i.ario by itrs ltl:i,ee Cowan, wh i Ie the tape re-corder that had recorde-d the dinner 
pem:iod its1:;if took the music down a Ls o , 

· . Notable among the visitors was the Member of Par Lfamen+ for Nor f'o Lk, Mr :; 
B.:va':ns Knowles, while other old friends came f'r om gs far aw<i.y as Fort Erie, Simco6, 
1'illsonburg, Delhi and Cultus. 

1
, Cn ~f.C'nday the 23rd, the ac'tua I ~irthday Lt se Lf", +he tote.l of cards of good 

,'Ii~l\es Lncr-ea se.d to well over 60 in number, and thu day was ca ope d with a special 
ge~t\lr~ of. good will in the form of a Long Distance phone call all +he way from 
Ed:qio*to11 A,ll;)ert:a .. ~~r Le-onardrs sistE.r1s son, Mr Fr11.mk i;fatt there 'phoned th,,- good 
wi~h~s of himself and all thEc< other good friends and refative-s still in the are4 - 
whtrJ l'r Leonard first settled in CB.nB.da. Truly it hr:td. ken s:i. wcncle,-rful Btrthde.y 
eetcwsi.tiol'J. . ., and .. those of us who were th&r6'1j;:,might well echo Tu'[r Leonard Is remB.rk, 1tvvio -W.o.uldn 1t be NinEty,, 11 to sEe then, the generous gocd wis11es of c-veryone. 

R R 1 Port Rowan C'nta rio 
31st rctober '61 

De4r Friends; The aaove I cut on stencil a weE. 1c 9.go just tc. ac.::o;r,..:-C.Jte the 
1oia1 newsµB.per reriorter who W':lnted some ,;i.ccount to put in the ne1rs. 1 wu, ,.-~d '1n · 



account "to send to a 11 y ou ~eople to v-hcm I sent my previous letter. So to 
save typin,:; I started my letter that way. 

rive been sending out duplicated lette.rs and requests for ye s r-s :ln 
connection with my self imposed mission to tell and promote lmowlegge of 

, factual ini'ormation about f'inf:lnce and J?olitics in our country Is econo1r.y, --- 
· .. but ne ve r hs ve I had the response to any-such letters, though the subject was 
, and is of vital life and death inportance to·the naticn~ as I did to the 
.me re 43 letter announcing the fact that I wanted my Father to have 9. rt:!=tlly 
truly birthday ce le or a t Lon , The flow of letters began as I 1ve indic4ted. in 
the. first pa r t of this letter, and continued on oa.s t the 60 cards· and letters 
cf that dat e to over 70 now. In this letter I wish tc expr e s s my thanks to 
you all for. thus making the day ac net ab.le .• 

Father has been busy ever since me t hc d l ca Ll y answering; every Le t t er­ 
individu9.lly, and the job w LLl, take some time ys t, but I 1ve not time to do 
it t hs t way, so herE-with one letter to you all in one fel1 swo cp , So you'll 
<i.11 hear from F;.r.ther in due course if not i;tlready, (for I1.l[a not sure when this· 
will get quplicated and sent of'f") 

Che of the things I wanted to de before t he Birth~9.y celeor<1tion we s 
to clear but the, ne9.rcr of the two wells I have here, since this one has the 

. better tastin;,: wa t e r , I was forced· to La s t week end when the "f'ar " we Ll wen t 
dry. Ra t he r g;iml,/.y rive- b3.1z'en 20 h cur s off my shop bldg pr ograme , to un cove r , 
the- "near " well and clear out the sand which the bull*d.czer man pushed into 
it when he d l ar'e ga r de d my orders to not ccver the well excavat Lon; but to 
merely bring the ea r-t h up to it for f ina L fi1Ung in a r curid the t-ottering 
st9.ncl Pipe Qf t~n inch tiles, by hand shovel. So no~ the job is done. and ~e 
have gocd b_sting, water and bhe €9.rth lev6l1in6 J-<;'b a.bout the house is s. littl 
mor e done .. I have even got the last wall se ct i cn rais<:::d into p La ce on my sh op-: 
end wall toe; though there is sev~rs.l days w cr'k yet be-for.e- I can begin cove r+ 
ing with the sheet me ta L, 

And now I must get s.t another of 111:fi unpro:ucti,;re ( it seems) letter 
writing, in my capacity 11s Seeretary of the N0rfo~k County Social C:re:iit 
Lee.gut, to tell every.one that there is a T V show to ee seen and he9.rd eveyy ., . 
5. 45 pm. 0n 1J'ond9.ys over ·C F P L L0ndon ( C'nt<1rio) 

Thanks again E--Verybody, for mi:tking F9.therts birth:lay so me;.mcr9.ble-. 
lt may help him feels. little more s.t 1iHc.me" here with me, being; now the ll 
scene of hap-py ·memory. 

Ycurs truly, . E, .~I ... d,·~'-·l.,. ) 1.,~ #?!;::}:>-~· .. 
_ .. U fl::..-,- 


