"WHC %(ULDN’T BE NINETY-----~-=" 2,

=e=sthat's what Williem Vark Isonard said in appreciastion of the first birthday
*d he received five days before his 90th Birthday on the 23rd of Cctober 1961,

&

shese five days he was even more plessed and amazed as the cards continued to .
ve, four more, then eight, then twenty, fifteen, till finally on Sunday the 22nd
his son Wesley was hotding open house for him, no less than 33 visitors came
Dgaring gifts as well as cards and good wishes. ’
; ?‘ For the special Birthday Dinner, there were eleven people gathered on that
.§ day (the 22nd) including neighbeurs who had helped prepare the feast of turkey and
‘all the trimmings. His son ind law, Eric Henderson drocve all the way from Cttaws,
his Daughter Alice and her hushand Bert Cowan and two of their children motored from
Islington, tc¢ join in the celebratiocns, potT Rowan

The good felks of the Neal Memorial United Church, remembered with gifts of
o lamp shade end a foot stool, flowers and cards, The Leorard family remembered with
a2 gift of the New Testament in the new English Translation. An old friend from Delhi
remembered with a beok, by Jim Bishop, "The Day Christ Died", which is a notable
literary work of recent publication., Of course there were calkss and sandwiches and
.ccckies and candies, galore, to grace the He¢licious Birthdgy Cake with its, "Rt
© yappy Returns of~4fe~Bay -- on your 98th Birthday, -~ Father" nicely lettered in
piffk dicing amid rosebuds and green leaves of th: same material, :

i Notable in the afternoons programe was a solo by ¥rs Mabsl Gillard, gf.the A
request of Mr Leommrd, of the sacred sang, "Stranger of Galilee®. She was accompanied

_at -the pispo by ¥rs alice Gowan, while the tape recorder that had recorded the dinmer
pefiod itself took the music down also.

i . Notable smeng the visitors was the Vember of Parlisment for Norfolk, Mr
fvéns Fnowles, while other old friends came from as far away as Fort Erie, Simcoe,
rillsonburg, Delhi and Cultus. ,

i (n Menday the 23rd, the actual;@irthday itself, the totael of eards of good
wigHes increased to well over 60 in numbsr, and the day was caoped with a special
gesturé of good will in the form of a Long Distance phone call all the way from
Edihonton Alberta. ¥r Leonard's sister's sen, Mr Framk Watt there t'phoned the good
wishes of himself and all the other goed friends and relatives still in the ares -
whéré Mr Leonard first séttled in Canada. Truly it had bcen a wenderful Birthdey
eslelration, and- those of us who wers theres:might well echoe Wr Leonard's remark,
"ho wouldn't be Ninety," to see there the generous gocd wishes of everyone,

R R 1 Port Rowan Cntario
‘ 31lst Cctober '61
Dedr Friends; The above I cut on stencil a week ago just to aczomoSate the
loéal newspaper reporter who wanted some account to put in the news. i wanced an’



acconnt to send te all you people to vhem I sent my previous letter, So to

save typing I started my letter that way.
I've been sending out duplicated le
conmeéction with my self imvosed mission to
. factual information about finsnce and polit
.but never have I had the respense to anysuc
,and is of vital life and death inportance t
.mere 43 letter announcing the fact that T w
truly birthday celeoration. The flow of let
the first part of this letter, and continue
cf that date to over 70 now., In this lette
you all for thus making the day sc nctable.
Father has been busy ever since met

tters and requests for yesrs in
tell and promote knowledge of :
ics in our country's economy, ~~-

h letters, though the subject was -
o°'the naticn, as I d4id to the
anted my Father to have a really
ters began as I've indicated in

d on vast the 80 cards and letters
r I wish tc express my thanks %o

hcdically answering gvery letter

~individually, and the job will take scme time yet, but I've not time to do

. 1t that way, so herewith one letter to you
" all hear from Fgther in due course if not =
will get duplicated and sent off)
(ne of the things T wanted to de be
"to clear but the nearer of the two wells I

21l in cne fell swocp. So you'll
lready, (for I'm not sure when this

fore the Birthday celeoraticn wss
have here, since this one has the

-better tasting water, I was forced to last week end when the "far® well went
dry. Rather grimldy I've taken 20 hours off my shop bldg programe, to uncover,

the "near" well and clear out the sand whic

h the bull*dczer man pushed into

it when he disregarded my orders to not ccver the well excavation, but to
merely bring the earth up to it for final filling in arcund the tottering 4

" stand pipe ef ten inch tiles, by hand shove
have gocd tasting water and the earth level
more dene, T have even got the last wall se

1. So now the job is dene, and ee |,
ling job about the house is a 1itt}
ctien raise¢d into place on my shop

énd wall toc, though there is sev:ral days werk yet hefore I can begin cover=-

ing with the sheet aetal.,

And new T must get at another of nF unproductive ( it seems) letter

writing, in my capacity as Secretary of the

League, to tell everyone that there is a T V show to e seen and heard eveyy

9.45 pm. en ¥ondays over -C F P L, London (Cn

Thanks again everybody, for making
it may help him feel a little more at "Home
scene of happy memory.

Norfolk County Social Credit
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Father's birthday so memecrable,
" here with me, being now the X#
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Yours truly,
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