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~- . _ _ EMPRESS OF BRITAIN r 

bound ·for JI/Iontreal f_roni Li veppohl . 
. DEAR EVELYN & C01Y; . . . 
This paper not only takes the typew~iter i@ 

.pr-e aat on very well but it is rather- hara to era-se 
·11 ve found out already.But that is but a sictelite 
-on the fact that now I\m again able to use the · 
0typer to type this epistle to yoU-all ~Tell in·a:dn 
. ance of the actual1delivery of :j:t. Ther:·e is no · 
1great amount of sen~e in writing this now since 
: the mere fa·ct that y ou will be getting-it from · 
.• shOre'--:--at Montreal· will- be evidence enough· that I 
;will have arrived .and that in due course ths M/(J° 
. and my baggag-e will be cleared Perhaps in a couplE 
:Of daysat most and be.duly dispatched by tail to 
;Delhi and to my tender care as appfopiate. I see 
[it is a ~ere 124 Odd miles Montreal to Ottawa so 
I at tlie lackadayzica,l rate of locomution that is 
; my-- ha.hit it would be a long days trip. COt~pi.ed _ 
'.with th~ fact that I certainly w6uld not be able 
to get the m/ c away from the Customs· at the cr-ao « 
of dawn or anything siJ.ly: lil-ce that, it is most 
liaely that I'll get roJ.l~ng on tte 2nd day after 

. arrival and spend. the ni::;J::).t in my side car "tent 
€iln route to your place. _ · 

· I1ve been busy almost eJclusively in th~ in- 
·ternal·regions of the ship these ~ajs; it having 
been cQld and misty·if not rainy outside; but I 

'heard it reported by my cab±n·mat~s that we have 
a Lr-aad y Passed thPf>ugh ari ice J'.lack Of crumbled un < 
ice presumably swep t out· to sea by the c.Ombina, ti or 
of the St Lamrenoe·~and _ Gtilf s t.r-eanr -cur-r-sn t.s , 1'9da~ 
{ it is 7. OOam. E. S. T. now) has been the rouc1hest . ·_ ·, -· . ' u so·fartlb.ough even·the great roJ.l.Ying billows bare .. 
ly make this ship with its stabilizers like the 
Orcades, do no more than·heave and roll a bit. Of 
~ourse·there ar~ plenty iboard who would not agfel 
that the ship is marvellously steady yet I am con . 
. tinua.lly amazed how the monstr~us · · 

waves do--no '::.r.-J 

on board the 



(..,_.) mor-e than cause· the 9ccas~9n~l e xt r-a b:k;. roil: . . . . .- 
c1,n:l now and Lh en i::leem uO r.,ry and pic.K up the ship ( 3)' enj oyabJ.e ae t L vi t y : always awa lt.Lng me t.o be. 
and shake it .Li;<.e a dog wou.ld shake a rat it. had ·dori~e~ so I returned· and spent a11 hour or so typir1g 
caur;ht. . . . a letter to a worlt mate of my '.Jh1ch da.ys.describ'- 

At first I had thougtJ_t, t.na t one .of,my big boxe inrr to him some Of' my -experiences of BOugainvLt.lej 
had been put in the baggage room h01.ct.' by e1·t·0r·, 8 wh~re l1.e had been during the war there o 'I'he cabi11; 
but it t.ur-ned up when I was down t·here y,:fsterd,ay mates came in wi tli stori'es or. the monst,rousi tics ' 
tb..Oup;h the .time is .going sq fast that I doubt i:E that were the fancy dr e as , and a . .i s o the usual 
I shall have time to do a11. tto..e it.ems planned. to t,a.Les 01<hbw everyo:i.,re was :30 tigh.L.Y pa.o e.ed : in to 
be-done using stuff from that b cx ·{photo gear· in the 11'[rnpress jRoom11 that almost, n on o of t he c on 
t.he main). ao far my time has been devoted ~o testants·cou~d be seen much ~ess ippreciated. 90 
writing at various. things 7-letters and diary, , I· actually did have .A, more en j oyab.:Le. time· t han · 
with some o ompLe t t on Of' .a. recent BOaiaJ.. Cr>Gdi t ·- the most Of the· bOred un.tmag i na ti ve c.r·owcts oven, 
.ar-t.i o Le wha c u I_ hope wi..L}- p-eesent the actual op- those whu sought their' tmj oyment in· the vagaries 
era ti on of tthe :po.}.icy in a mor-e ea s i Ly understood of· smoi:t.e· and d1:-inK it not w omon ; · 
manner. It is entitled with· a. rather :rlowery name,. Next to me- at ·t;he table are tw,P· Be.rt'a st Boys · . 
"Utopia Leads· the Way with social Cre!ii t II. Such one of· wh•Dm aa s been a sa t Lvr.: ( s t swar-d , caterer,, 
style of titling may not be in theJ./IOdern sophist st-.@iteeman":::::.nd 11d<mK1=:y-greaser") for som-e g·ood ·.,_;_,i·,.~ 
i!Ja ted manner but what eJ.ee can I . ca;l:.L, it. when th; long; time b~ t now is going to ,settle for· some , - 

, stry is all about. a gr Oup Of' S'Ocia,l :Jred.i t-es who: shtire- j.Ob in one bf those· lines. Anyway he: let 
went to that newly :round iiBlal1ci in the soutb. Indi drop a remark e:1.rly in the .trip that' the· ship · ' 
an Ocean and, called it Utopia and _proceeded to was '-'dea1.11 meaning there was· a lac.tt bf': entt..~rtain 
prove that the place cuuld be made Utopia whet ment of. the '1f .L00r.;..show11 type· etcio I cha.lle113ed 
the colonists could use the whole Of their in- him on ,the point- and in a.Lmost no ti•ne i~he ·.wh.lble 
senui ty un hampered by the dictato:r·iaJ. ena...i.ave-· table was invo...J..ved in about as livs.J.y a verbal' 
m0nL 01 the· 11old-:-wor.Ld's" fJb.nancial sys·tem. . .discus.siOn,deDat;e ,or·arguBment as. cou1.d be- wish- 

Last nigh·t, was our GALA NlGH'r wi.th a. faney · ed for., quite leaving the simp.le Irish 1?0y .. L0:st-- ' 
dress pa.rade etc. I dunned -my red f)..owered sb.J..r-t in: his 9rigi.na.l prot.estati<.m.s, along· with tl1.e one 
m,acte in Boug.13,invLLe and· the white grill trousers_ ~irl, at the t.ablE then :t.o wh9m he had' ;been. maKing 
and ordins.ry blaca shoes. I have one. of those the- .statemen:t·.0:1:' course the ta,l..J.cwas entire:iy 
fahcy creasless and stain proof necK-Gies of a n?n-sensical and ~om ~OOlery·but· it·was~furi ro~ 
l_<;)ud canary ye.llow which after I had put button & -9..ll the 5 men Of' us. tha't were at· the ta·b·ie. 
hole on the red shirt's collar, I w.ore with ratb.el the tables vary all' the way :rrom·4 t:o 12 seats 
startingly drastic appearr.tnee.At. dinner the r,abJ.f each? in- a most luxuriously appointed and beaut· 
mates and those around about were ver~ much aware, iful~y finished dining room.fhe service bf ~ouise 
of it to judge by ·the' comments and th~ number of , can be described in·any way' that the diner·s· cb.0-08 
heads that turned as I pasaect.I·t was not r~ally .. ? but after the varieJ Of· servi~~ that IWVe h~d 
'
11fa.ncy dress II_ in. the sense of ths GALA evening bu·' in the. p=1.st 5 months of tra.lle:lling 6n an adro.:i:-tted 
·t it was' certainJy ti fancier"· Lhan anytb.ing a.1:1.y.one· ly i;_sreat variety. Of ships I· tb.inK that I'm· qua.ii · 
would ~sualiy wear;even myself: {I 6ad. n~ver bef~ _fied to say that· this ships dibing seivide:is' th~ 
re dared to wer;.r · t,he red· shirt ?vith the. white , best .. ?et, aud quit~ good enoti~h for anyone~ 'l'he 
trou:i0rs .a1:1~_·yellow tie). ·However the eveping be- fo?d, is very_ well ~one a.p.~ all.- ~f the-· be~t ava.11:- 

_gan· with the entire1.y stupid and inane t,;al!Ile .of · able, SJ)metlung n~t. s~ eviderrt un the ~rcades, but 
·
11bing.O11 which quite tiut me otf .. f.(ost peop.Le· were , above.aJ.l the c0free J.s.the 11onJ.y",real coffee 

· . ' · · . . · ' -that I ' v t t d l ·' . · · · · just s1 tting around_ lOOKing· as they felt no dOubt ' . .. . . e . a~ e _,a mo~.t since leav11~g_ ,Canada ·the. 
b0red-.,.ia, thing Ica11 hot do; nQt with s.,lrn_ostf1v'e · 0r ~J.x,:yea.:r_s ago,, _iq .s_I?i"t:.e of· t.he .. · 

a.11 the _s: _. ~~~_\j~~~-.I ·am n.ot· a coffee? a~~l.i~t in any\iray. 



-:_:/.· 

(4) I see that it is now ~lmost 9.00am. which 
means that scion the chimes that the ste-wara.s· ring 
thru the corridirs will call me to breakfas"t:,2nd. 
-sitting. Just no,,_. I Im in the writing room which 
ha.s fil1ed up since I came. It is a tri bu·te to 

· the super:l. or ·design of this ship that tho I it is 
some 2½ thvusand tons smal..Ler Ghan the Orcadeff.it 
carries i.ts full ·lJassenger list on t ha s trip Of 
soms · 1600 people with ,.Less ap,l)arent over qrowding 
t~9;n the. Orcades car-n ied. tr~e mere 7PO or 800 
Jl)a:ssengers . Of its reported capacity Of 1200 .. SO. 
it· is that here in. the writing. poom -we ar-e not ' 
subj e c t.ed to the noise and confusion of the babb-, 

· ling crowds in the Lounge s ,a.nd tn the Library the 
silence is proper for those that want to read. 
There _play r0on1s·are.amp.le apparently for all the 
very smal.l. children and the larger ones have the 
run Of everywhere else the-Passerige~s·are allowed 
exceP·t the bar (under 14 not allowed~!!) .. 

Breakfast is 9ver,now and I'm in my a.ir--condit 
ioned cabin where it is nice and warm after the 
somewhat chilly dining room. 'i'he deck Officers· me« 
re puttin~ up cords across.the stair head spaces ·n 11 · • ( ~p •• , .. .:a:,f,q.u.a.r..es~-th:Ls=-mo.r.,ni.ng._be,cau.s.e->8.-£-he--Ba.1,.d., Jzhs 
one I as}ted) they migiht have to t~..Ke·. t.he stabiJ_ ... 
izers 11off11 when encountering ice and then,_ of' cot: 
-rse the ships .. mo t t on. would be greatet and peo1;>J.e 
might need the extra "hang rng on 1I · facilities!!! ·' . 

FlOureaCent lightin@ is universal with indirect 
white-or amber indirect _lighting.~ccordimg.to the 
golour scheme in the Pub.lie Rooms. ·'fhe rooms all 
have airconditioning of course wi:t,h the tenPerat- · 
ure and humidity controlled by thermostat. In thE 
.cabins however there is an adjustabJ.e control 
dial. which the Lnmat.e s can ad jus t, t o SUi t themse.J 
-lves in add.i t.i cn , I'm on "A"deck where the· cabir 
shave showers and·toi.let to qach as well as·being 

1qu?-tE:J roomy with g90d s i.z ed :writing d e s k too , ( th.01 

:thts ia too high for typing and I cart h o.td the ·· 
typewriter in. j_ ts case. on my · £:nees mere easily. · 

I seem to have said all to be·said. except that 
we ·sb.Oul:d not be dOcKing _in Montreal before· the ·• 
J 2th or 13th at least which being th~ week ~nd· 

\ ntay mean, even m or-e d-elay in· my getting away. ·rh:rs 
--15: t!:e~ and, the Othe.rs. i I rn wr_i t_ing m;>me and to Ali ~E 
; guia. g~ ~.st:pr.e and on_ the:j..rp way ahead ·of tim~. . 
r!a mh9ur. ~tct~ng a t1Q,u~bec. a day before, or'l<>~~- r.he 
. . c 1.ng 0n1.rea • SO LUNG for now ·rrom:·-_µ,>~ 


